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	[bookmark: _Hlk129275397]Session Plan: Timeline Challenge: History of Coleshill

	Overview:
	Learn about the history of Coleshill. Work in teams and as a group to create a timeline based on archaeological discoveries.


	Learning objectives:
	Students will learn how to:
· Interpret key archaeological discoveries from Coleshill.
· Organise information into a timeline. 
· Compare differences between time periods including Iron Age, Roman and Medieval.


	Skills Builder
	Students will use the Essential Skill of Listening, Speaking, Problem Solving and Teamwork.


	Timings
	40 minutes.


	Resources
	Coleshill timeline, see pages 4-7.
History of England timeline: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/

3D models of artefacts
Medieval seal: https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/medieval-seal-from-coleshill-near-birmingham-dcf2a93aec6e44dab0c574f0fa8292b5

Roman brooch fragment: https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/roman-trumpet-brooch-b01de51b90624e82a2d6cd0544df0b2f

Reconstruction of Roman brooch: https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/romano-british-trumpet-brooch-00ccfa8cbe874fb481ed2cc951bc5897

Elizabeth I coin: https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/elizabethan-coin-from-coleshill-02a50208d5e240ecb102cbd5398ffd47


	Materials
	Printed images of archaeology, see PowerPoint image pack.


	Glossary
	Archaeology: the study of human history through material remains.
Artefact: an object made by a human with historical interest.
Archaeological feature: non-moveable element of an archaeological site, i.e., a wall or the footprint of an Iron Age roundhouse.
Excavation: to make a hole by digging away earth.
Reconstruction artwork: a drawing or image that has been created based on a historical and archaeological evidence.


	Delivery

	Intro
5 mins
	Key questions
Ask the class:
· What do you know about your local history?
· How long have people lived in Coleshill? What periods does this cover? How do think the land has developed over time?
· What do you know about archaeology? 
· Archaeologists might find artefacts or features in the ground. What do you think these are?
· How does archaeology link to history? Why do you think archaeology is important?


	Activity
15 mins
	Timeline challenge, group work.
Place the printed images around the room in random groupings. Include an artefact, archaeological feature and artwork reconstruction image in every group. There are 20 images in total. 

Spilt the class into small teams. 
· Suggested set-up for a group of 15: divide students into 4 groups of 3/4 students. Give each team 3 or four photos. 
· Suggested set-up for a group of 30: divide the group in half and follow the instructions for a group of 15 for both halves. You will have 2 teams which are each made up of 4 smaller teams.

Start by giving the small teams a few minutes to look at their photos. Ask them to discuss their photos one by one and consider the below questions:
· What can you see in the image? What do you think it is? 
· Does it have a purpose? If so, what is it?
· Do any of the images link together? How do they link?
· Which historical period does each image relate to? Why? 

After discussing the above, ask the students to start swapping images within their groups of 15, with the aim of finding a collection of images that relate to the same historical period (Iron Age, Roman, Medieval and Tudors & Stuarts). Students will need to negotiate with other teams to swap images to create their collection. Remind students to continue thinking about the above questions.


	Activity
15 mins
	Timeline challenge, class feedback.
Come back together as one group to discuss the images and the collections. 

Ask the groups to place their collection of images at the front of the class with collections linking to older time periods at one end and newer at the other end. 
· A group of 15 students will end up with a timeline made of four collections of images. 
· A group of 30 students will end up with two timelines each made of four collections of images. 

Discuss the collections and the order they have been placed in. Ask a representative from each team to:
· talk thought what they thought the images were.
· how they link to a particular historical period. 
· if they spotted any other connections.
Ask the other teams if they agree or disagree on the above points and why.

As you discuss each collection use the information on pages 4-7 and in the notes section of the image pack to ask leading questions, if needed.

Optional: use an interactive screen to view 3D models of the artefacts as they are mentioned. Links are in the resources section on page 1.


	Plenary
5 mins
	Recap some key questions.
Ask the class:
· What have you have learnt about the history of Coleshill in this session? 
· What time periods have people lived in Coleshill?
· What changes did these time periods bring? 
· Archaeologists might find artefacts or features in the ground. What artefacts and features have we seen today?
· How does archaeology link to history? Why do you think archaeology is important?
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Wessex Archaeology regularly flew a drone over Coleshill Park to capture overhead long-distance images 
and videos of the site. These can be extremely helpful for interpreting the site and producing images such 
as the one below.


This plan shows the location of the excavations carried out by Wessex Archaeology, within the grounds of Coleshill Park. Bronze Age burnt mounds were identified in the central and west parts of the site, in very close 
proximity to the River Cole. A large Iron Age settlement was found in the centre of the site and Romano-British settlements were identified in the North end. The medieval moated hall and gardens were located next 
to the River Cole, just to the north of Birmingham Road.


This is an aerial shot of the Coleshill Hall excavations, taken by a drone. We can see the footprint of the Elizabethan gardens, forming dark rectangular shapes in the soil. The moat that surrounded the hall is also visible. 
The river Cole is in the bottom right corner of the photo.


Archaeologists use trowels to scrape the soil, looking for subtle variations within the geology, in order to 
study how the site has changed over time. It is necessary to trowel carefully to avoid damaging 
artefacts and features.


Just 1 kilometre to the west of Coleshill Town Hall, 
archaeologists have revealed an ancient landscape.
 
Excava�ons started in 2018 when Wessex 
Archaeology, working on behalf of LM for HS2, began 
inves�ga�ng the fields around Coleshill Manor in 
prepara�on for the route of High Speed 2. HS2 is the 
biggest infrastructure project in Europe and the 
archaeology programme is the largest in the UK. 


Archaeologists have been digging at Coleshill Park 
since 2018 and by 2021, they had uncovered Bronze 
Age burnt mounds, Iron Age and Romano-Bri�sh 
se�lements, medieval moats, a manor house and 
even the remains of a formal garden from the 
Elizabethan period. 


All of the archaeology is important and the formal 
garden is of na�onal significance and has 
comparisons to those at Kenilworth Castle and 
Hampton Court Palace.


wessex
archaeology


Introduction
The Archaeology of Coleshill
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Two roundhouses were 
identified within a large 
rectangular enclosure, with 
a wide and deep ditch 
forming the boundary on 
three sides, and a hedgerow 
on the other side. This is 
where families lived and 
carried out domestic and 
agricultural activities. 
Livestock are likely to have 
grazed nearby, with the ditch 
and hedgerow preventing 
them from escaping.
Two parallel pit alignments 
formed a continuation of the 
landscape boundary. The 
pits were 2m in diameter 
with depths of up to 1.3m! 
These would have taken
an enormous amount of 
time and effort to dig, 
probably by several 
members of the community 
working together.
Outside the enclosure, 
further down the slope 
towards the River Cole, 20 
cremation burials 
represented the place where 
the dead were laid to rest.


The burnt mound, formed of black silty clay containing a large concentration of heat-affected stones, 
was excavated in 2m grid squares. Environmental samples were taken to provide evidence of what the 
mound consisted of, and how it built up. Two pits or troughs were found underneath the burnt mound, 
which may have been used to heat water. 


The samples will also provide palaeoenvironmental information that can help interpret the history of 
this landscape, and may tell us more about the setting, location, and possible use of the burnt mound.


The outer drainage gully of the roundhouse can 
be seen forming a ring shape. The inner 
postholes would have held timber posts that 
supported the roof of the building.


A line of 30 pits ran parallel to an Iron Age ditch, 
forming a huge boundary, which would have 
been visible from afar. 


In Warwickshire burnt mounds are a prominent 
feature in the Bronze Age (2,400–700BC) landscape. 
During our excava�ons at Coleshill Park, two burnt 
mounds full of burnt stone and charcoal were 
uncovered. We have lots of different ideas about 
what they were used for including boat making, 
sweat houses and fermen�ng beer! 


By the Iron Age (700BC–43AD) signs of where people 
lived and how they lived becomes more visible. At 
Coleshill Park, two large imposing lines of pits mark 
out the boundary of a se�lement. 


Inside the se�lement roundhouses and crema�on 
graves were uncovered, showing separate areas for 
the living and the dead.


Bronze Age to Iron Age
Coleshill


Iron Age Settlement
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Archaeologists discovered 
two parallel rows of large 
postholes, forming the 
main frame of the building, 
with another parallel row 
of much smaller postholes, 
forming a portico (porch) 
leading to the entrance of 
the building.


A type of decorated Roman 
pottery called ‘Samian 
ware’, made in Gaul 
(France), was found at 
Coleshill Park. This example 
from east Berkshire shows 
a complete Samian 
decorated bowl. However, 
only small fragments of 
Samian were found at 
Coleshill. Samian was used 
as a tableware, for serving 
food and drink, but despite 
its exotic origin and high 
quality appearance, it was 
widely available in this 
country.


This little brooch would have 
been worn on the shoulder, 
as a dress fastener – the pin 
and part of the catch-plate 
are missing, but the 
decorative part survives. 
You can see this when 
comparing the photograph 
below to the reconstruction 
on the right. The brooch is of 
a type known as a ‘Trumpet’ 
brooch, because of the way 
the head expands into a 
trumpet-mouth shape. It 
dates to the 1st or 2nd 
century AD.


View this reconstruction in 
3D on Wessex Archaeology’s 
Sketchfab page using this 
QR code.


After the building was abandoned and collapsed, the roof 
tiles washed into the pits and ditches in the surrounding area. 
A Roman coin was discovered in one of the building’s 
postholes, and a complete Roman pot was found in another. 
These may have been deliberate deposits, perhaps offerings 
to the household gods.


During the Romano-Bri�sh period (AD43–410), the 
Iron Age way of life didn’t disappear overnight. New 
cultures overlapped old ones just as Iron Age areas of 
farming were overlapped by Roman field systems. 
Excava�ons at Coleshill Hall revealed a farming 
landscape in which people grew crops and kept 
ca�le, sheep and pigs. 


Set against this Romano-Bri�sh farming landscape at 
Coleshill Hall, a large rectangular structure with 
post-holes was uncovered. Archaeologists found lots 
of Roman roof �les, sugges�ng that the structure was 
an important building in the farming community,  
perhaps a farmer’s home or even a mee�ng place. 


Actual Size


Romano-British
Coleshill


Romano-British brooch
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After the excavations were completed, 
archaeologists studied the results to 
determine how the original Coleshill Hall 
may have looked with its square moat. 
This reconstruction shows the earlier 
house in the late 15th century based on 
evidence found (postholes and walls) as 
well as the location of the gatehouse and 
square moat.


This little seal matrix, which dates to the 
13th or 14th century, would have been 
used to authorise documents or to ‘sign’ 
correspondence, by impressing a 
personal crest into melted wax. It means 
that someone at Coleshill was literate 
and able to write – not such a common 
ability at this time. The design features a 
squirrel over clasped hands within a 
border containing the legend ESTO 
FIDELIS – ‘be faithful’.  


Part of a 17th-century glass wine bottle 
with a ‘tavern seal’ featuring a bird 
(probably denoting the Swan tavern) and 
the letters EIC – the initials of the 
landlord and his wife. The Swan Hotel 
still exists in Coleshill and a 17th century 
section of the building survived into the 
20th century.


Two silver coins: (top) penny of Edward I 
or II – this is a transitional type spanning 
the two reigns, issued between 
1301–1310; (bottom) sixpence of 
Elizabeth I, issued in 1573. Coins are 
good dating tools for archaeologists, but 
also tell us something about the 
economic life of the inhabitants of 
Coleshill Hall.


Once the Romans le�, the local populace moved 
their se�lement from Grimstock Hill to the current 
posi�on one mile south at Coleshill.
 
In 1284-5 King Henry II granted the Manor of 
Coleshill to the De Clinton family and it was around 
this �me the first Coleshill Hall was constructed with 
a square moat surrounding it. Coleshill Hall was later 
given to Simon Digby by the king (Henry VII) when its 
former owner, Simon de Mon�ord, commi�ed 
treason and was hanged at the Tower of London in 
1495.


The Digby family con�nued to rise in power when 
Robert Digby married Irish heiress, Lady Le�ce 
FitzGerald, in 1598. It was around this �me that the 
original Colehill Hall was demolished and the new 
house was constructed with opulent formal gardens 
and an octagonal moat. This would have 
demonstrated the Digby’s wealth and status.


Medieval
Coleshill
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