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Paul McGarrity: 00:10 What you're looking at is, up until the 18th century, this 

is nowt but fields. It's the hinterland of London. It comes 

up to the middle of the 18th century. They built Euston 

Road and all of a sudden that gives access to the areas 

around here and now it's open to development. One of 

the groups that decided to do that was St James' 

Piccadilly. 

Paul McGarrity: 00:32 They were a parish down in Westminster and they were 

struggling to find space to bury other people of their 

parish. So, they purchased a big bit of land and in 1790 

they started burying people in their third of a floor 

cemetery. In 1852, the metropolitan burials act was 

passed that said that they didn't want to have any more 

people buried in London because it was far too 

overcrowded, and this was one of the burial sites that 

they closed down off the back of that. At the same time, 

Euston is going through its own massive changes. So, all 

around it you've got the building of the canals in the 

beginning of the 19th century. The canals start bringing 

in things like the hay market that's at Cumberland 

Market now. People start moving into the area. They 

spread. 

Paul McGarrity: 01:13 The story of London basically. It spreads further out and 

then the big one, the reason why they're doing the HS2 

here is, the construction of the railway lines and the 

building of Euston station that obviously, like with 

everything else, it revolutionizes the way that people 

can move around the country and you start seeing huge 

levels of migration into Euston and all of the different 

communities that develop. It's one of those hubs where, 

it is for a lot of people, it's the first thing they saw of 

London and quite a few of them didn't move much 

beyond it. 

Paul McGarrity: 01:48 I'm the community engagement project officer for MHI 

working on HS2 south. If we're just looking at the burial 

ground itself, that's actually an incredibly huge 

opportunity to look at a population all in one go, 

because the way that the cemetery was laid out, it was 

in social structure, so those that were at a higher class 
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paid more for the burial, were closer to the chapel at 

one end. 

Paul McGarrity: 02:13 You're getting people from lots of different social 

groups. The timing which they were buried from 1790 

to 1850 is a time of incredible change in the capitol. As 

we say, it's right in the heart of the industrial revolution. 

So all of these people are in a time that could be 

described as tumultuous. 

Paul McGarrity: 02:31 They're coming into the cities in huge numbers and the 

way that the city is affecting people and the way that 

population is affecting them will potentially be seen in 

some of the remains that we're getting. So, it's a huge 

number of people from a really broad part of society 

from a time of really just interesting change in London. I 

think the initial estimates were around about 60,000. I 

think they've dropped those now. I think we're looking 

more towards like 40,000 and it's still quite a significant 

number of remains. You're looking at an incredibly busy 

parish. 

Iris Gillett: 03:11 My name's Iris and I've worked in this area off and on 

for a number of years and obviously retired now. I 

worked in a payroll department for a firm in Tavistock 

Square, so I could walk up this way in my lunch hour. It 

was, what do you call old and historic. I just remember 

these sorts of very old buildings that you would always 

look up and the little gardens in between that often had 

small memorials. 

Iris Gillett: 03:43 It was quite easy to walk about. Never used buses 

because in those days you had to pay for fares on 

buses. So, it was a question of walking as far as you 

could. I remember the massive building that it was, but 

seemed to remember it instead of being a general 

hospital, it became a mental health unit. But I'm sure 

they still had inpatients because somebody I know, his 

partner got dementia and was in here initially before 

they found him a proper home. 

Mary Christodoulou: 04:22 My name is Mary Christodoulou and I've never been a 

resident here. But I remember when my mom used to 
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go to it sometimes, she used to stop off here in Camden 

to go to her butcher's. In those days there was butchers 

and grocers. There was none of these supermarkets, 

what have you, but it was a very, very working-class 

area. 

Mary Christodoulou: 04:42 Unlike the back where you've got those lovely regency 

houses and the park, it wasn't particularly nice but it's 

like lots of parts of London which have sort of gentrified 

and now have improved. Then later, much later on I was 

working in the big white building, which was a Craven A. 

Cigarette factory. It was early eighties and the only part 

of Camden that was quite trendy was Parkway. If you 

wanted to go to any trendy shop, you'd have to go up 

towards Chalk Farm. 

Mary Christodoulou: 05:11 I can't remember when the market came in, but that's 

when everything started to explode and it was, you 

know, the trendy place to come and all the tourists want 

to come. Initially there wasn't too many places to go to. 

You might have a few Greek restaurants, which we all 

used to go to at least once a week, from the agency. 

After that it just got trendier and trendier and more and 

more expensive. It's interesting because you just see 

the differences when you come back. But I have to say 

the Hampstead Road has really, really changed. Coming 

down here to this site I recognized some of the old 

1930s flats that there's a whole load of new buildings 

now and you know like everything is changing. 

Pamela Moghal: 05:53 Well, my name's Pam and I used to work at University 

College Hospital salaries and wages department and on 

my payroll, I had the weekly paid staff from National 

Temperance Hospital. This would have been February 

1969 until early 1972. 

Pamela Moghal: 06:17 Oh, it was great. I loved it there. Absolutely loved it. I did 

have cause to come up to National Temperance 

Hospital a few times, but I've got to be honest, I don't 

remember too much about it. 

Pamela Moghal: 06:30 The place on the corner of North Gower Street and the 

main road, it's now a hotel. That was home to a lot of 
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the staff that I paid at UCH, the resident ward mates live 

there. I mean, I used to like walking around London as 

well and two people had to be on duty on Saturday 

mornings to pay wages out at UCH and I always 

volunteered to do the Saturday mornings because I got 

a half day off in lieu for that. But after I finished on a 

Saturday morning, I went walking around London. I can 

remember walking around Barbican and anywhere 

really in London, but I didn't know the Barbican, so that 

was probably why I remember that in particular 

because that was fairly new then as well. 

Tania Jacobs: 07:17 I am Tania Jacobs. I grew up in Camden. I grew up in 

Kentish Town. We grew up in Highgate road and then I 

moved to Queens Crescent where I lived for a number 

of years before coming to Somers Town where I've been 

for the last 11 years. Went to school in Camden. I went 

to St Marylebone in secondary school and I was born at 

UCH. My son was born at UCH, so we're very local. 

Tania Jacobs: 07:41 From my era, my time growing up, there was sort of a 

lot of criminal activity, prostitution, drugs, things that go 

on in the area. In terms of socially for my time period, it 

wasn't somewhere that I was comfortable spending a 

lot of time or my parents were comfortable with me 

spending a lot of time, and just through the 

developments of the British library obviously it's seen 

the area change quite significantly and there's a whole 

different feel about, you know, being from here for 

someone of my age time. It felt more central, more 

metropolitan, more access to everything. The 

restaurants, the social connection as well as having that 

link to history. It felt the value to me personally from my 

age group, and I have to specify that because I know 

there's other people who have completely different 

perspectives. 

Tania Jacobs: 08:30 I've lived here for 30, 40 years, but just speaking for my 

generation, that was my experience of the area. Being 

in Kentish town, we didn't feel like we were necessarily 

a part of anything so much. But then when I moved to 

Somers Town, it's very much a community, very much 

everyone knowing each other, people supporting each 



 

 

HS2 Euston podcast (Completed  07/29/19) Page 5 of 6 

 

other. Even with the local community projects and 

organizations, the way in which they help each other 

out or they lean on each other. I think that's something, 

it makes it very special, especially within all of the 

development. 

Ursula Brown: 09:00 I'm Ursula. I live just across Hampstead Road in Robert 

Street on the Regent's Park Estate. I moved in there 

about 20 years ago and really loved it. It was a lovely 

area to live in; very quiet as far as central London goes, 

very quiet. Lots of green spaces, lots of trees, and that's 

what attracted me to the area, and I was very, very 

happy for the first 15 years or so, but the last five years 

have been a total nightmare. Well, where we are now, 

National Temperance Hospital being demolished, we’re 

losing St James's Gardens, and all the lovely trees and 

all the trees around most of the streets around Euston. 

If they've not already gone, they're going to go. So, 

we've had constant building, demolition, construction, 

traffic, trees being chopped down. And knowing that it's 

just the start of a long, long, long process that's going to 

go on probably for the rest of my life because I'm not so 

young now and it's just so depressing. 

Tania Jacobs: 10:13 There's been so much development in the area. And 

you know, I went to uni, I did my degree in community 

development and leadership and even if I wasn't 

considered experienced enough at the time to maybe 

go for it all, I wasn't aware that I could have done work 

experience; none of those things are offered to the 

community. You know, a real opportunity for 

community development and regeneration. 

Tania Jacobs: 10:30 I think that's another reason why communities get kind 

of upset and think, "Oh, it's just another one of these 

things you've come in to take what you can but not offer 

anything." I kind of went along with to the job fair and I 

thought, "Oh, what am I going to get?" so I went along 

and I went, "What jobs have you got there?" And, "We're 

actually hiring in community engagement." I said, "Oh, 

okay." I put my CV and they called their manager. Within 

10 minutes their manager called me back and I came 

down and met her and I was really impressed by the 
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opportunity that was presented at that time. And I think 

more of that variety to enable different people to do it 

would be fantastic. So having the opportunity to do a 

job that was linked to the fact that I've got a degree in 

community development and I get to come on the 

community team for a project that affects my 

community was, for me, a massive opportunity. I was 

really excited about it. 

Tania Jacobs: 11:16 The thing I've learned to be the most important is to, at 

no stage to present myself as an expert on anything. 

And I think that is what adds value to the role and to 

any role. If you go into anything thinking you know 

everything, then you have nothing to learn and nothing 

to offer. So I don't come into HS2 pretending to know 

everything about Somers Town, I'm not in Somers Town 

pretending to know everything about HS2, but I think in 

being very honest in that we're able to sort of navigate 

that conversation together, which I think is important. 

Tania Jacobs: 11:40 I think it's a development that needs to happen with 

each other rather than anyone imposing on the other 

because it is development of a whole new community 

which is going to impact society. And that's what 

community regeneration is. I think if people actively 

involved in your conversation and you're able to create 

an identity within it, then that can be quite powerful. 

That's more what I'm trying to represent myself as 

someone who is just trying to figure it out and see how 

best I can do this role and what I can know with the 

community and what I can learn with the project. How 

do we preserve ourselves? And I think that's the 

question that's being asked very much, is preservation. 

What do you do in this sort of changing face of the 

environment of the community? How do you preserve 

memories so that you're not so old and still the people 

forget about you in whatever? How does it become 

more than that? You know? 

 


