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Alex Anderson: 00:00 There is a general conception that people from Birmingham 

aren't as intelligent because I think we've probably got the 

worst accent. 

Chinia Hutchinson: 00:06 People ... They ask me where I'm from. I say, "I'm from 

Birmingham," and they're like, "You're from Birmingham and 

you got here." 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton:00:12 People will say, "Oh, you speak really well for a Black girl from 

Handsworth." 

Alex Morgan: 00:18 Every single thing that we do as individuals helps push 

Birmingham forward. 

  Alex Anderson:  00:26 A lot of big companies are 

moving from London up to Birmingham because it's lot more 

affordable. And so, you'll see a lot of construction going on 

and there are jobs and things like that. But what you'll find is 

that a lot of the people don't necessarily live in “Birmingham” 

Birmingham. They live in different areas in and around 

Birmingham, or they have travelled and been relocated to the 

area in order to work there. So, whilst there is a lot going on 

economically, I don't think the working class person is 

necessarily seeing the benefit. 

  Alex Morgan: 00:53  The city center itself is probably the 

melting pot. You got people from everywhere going into city 

center for different things such as big jobs to small jobs. So, 

you get everyone mixing there, but I'd say the outer ring of 

the city is the poorest areas. I think Ladywood's right on the 

outskirts ... is one of the poorest areas in Britain. 

  With the amount of money that Birmingham pulls in, that 

shouldn't be the case. The further out you go, because Sutton 

Coldfield's actually, what I will class as, the sticks, if I was to 

give it the slang term. Literally, that's where all the money is. 

But people travel into the city centre to make all the money, 

but then there's no real money in the centre. 

Chinia Hutchinson: 01:28 So, when talking to people from London, you never say you're 

from Wolverhampton, you just say you're from Birmingham 

because no one actually knows where Wolverhampton is. 

Wolverhampton's quite diverse in terms of ethnic 

backgrounds. Where I'm from in Wolverhampton called 

Ettingshall is a very predominantly White area with people 

from different ranges of social classes ... working class people 

and richer people. My name is Chinaya. I'm a 16-year-old A-
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level student. I live in Wolverhampton and work in 

Birmingham. 

Alex Anderson: 01:55 Walsall's a smaller town to Birmingham. It is quite diverse 

depending on which area of Walsall you go to. An area like 

Caldmore is a lot more Asian, whereas central Walsall is 

maybe more White and it's a little bit more rural, as well, than 

Birmingham. There's not a lot to do. My name's Alex. I live in 

Walsall. I'm 25, and, at the moment, I’m working in HR and do 

some session singing. 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton02:17 Going to grammar school in Handsworth is different to going 

to a grammar school in Sutton. And even being a black girl in 

a grammar school that was mostly Asian, it was like, "Oh, 

what? Black girls are smart!" So, I think people automatically 

have a preconceived idea of what I'm going to be like as soon 

as I step in the door based off stereotypes that are quite 

strong in Birmingham. My name is Jardel. I'm 21, and I'm 

currently studying psychology at Aston Uni. 

Alex Morgan: 02:46 So, I'm from Sutton Coldfield. It's a very affluent area. 

Depending on how far you go into Sutton Coldfield ... You're 

looking at million-pound houses, things like that. I'm very 

fortunate to live in Sutton Coldfield. Grandparents got a 

house from early and so on and so forth. Mortgage paid. But I 

have to say I'm probably one of the only Black people I see on 

a day-to-day basis. My name is Alex. I'm 27. I’m a proud 

brummie. 

Chinia Hutchinson: 03:12 Just touching on Sutton Coldfield because I was actually 

there, and I was visiting a friend. I've never been there before. 

And I got off the bus, and my phone died. And I really didn't 

know what to do, but I looked around and there was no one 

that I felt comfortable approaching. An elderly white man in a 

suit came up to me and he said, "Are you being looked after?" 

And winked at me and walked off. And I was like, 

"Um...What?" So, you would often associate White people 

being uncomfortable around Black people, but I was in an 

area where I felt uncomfortable being around White people. 

And that's not something that you usually hear. 

Alex Morgan: 03:43 Because I went to school around there, I'm very used to the 

type of people that I'm going to be around. And to be honest, 

I've been able to influence their mindset around people of my 

ethnicity, but at the same time it's not easy because there's 

still a lot of stigma attached to the community I'm from. 
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  It's not what they're saying. It's what they're not saying. Very 

silent. So, you could get on a bus, and someone's clutching 

onto their purse. So, you can get on a bus and people will just 

look at you a particular way. You might not even get a job 

simply because of that. So, you're automatically playing on a 

higher level. When you go into school, you see the particular 

ways, so you have to do more than the average person. The 

average person obviously in that area being somebody that's 

of Caucasian descent and, in my own experience, a lot of 

generational wealth as well. So, the playing field isn't always 

level. That's one thing I've always experienced throughout my 

whole life since probably about the age of five, and I'm 27 

now. And only now with tangible objects, people will take you 

seriously. 

Taylor Manning: 04:47 For me personally, there's not really much to do except for 

bowling, movies, and clubbing. I'm out of the club scene now. 

There's only so many times you can bowl, and there's only so 

many movies you can watch. So, I like to eat. So, I eat at all 

the restaurants in Birmingham, but I think that's the only 

thing I find entertaining here. 

  We have Digbeth Dining Club, which I think is probably the 

coolest thing for me, personally, in Birmingham. Everything 

shuts early here, and it's not fit for many different kind of 

lifestyles. It's fit for the nine to five lifestyle. My name is 

Taylor. And I'm 26, and I'm a personal trainer. 

Chinia Hutchinson: 05:22 I feel like, personally, Birmingham caters towards my niche ... 

There's Beatfreeks Poetry Jam every month. Digbeth has a lot 

of cultural events. Me, I'm a theater person. I go to the 

theater. We've got the Old Rep. We've got the New Rep. We've 

got the Hippodrome, the Alexander Theater. I feel like there's 

so much to do in Birmingham. That's why I wouldn't 

necessarily stay here, but I feel like I am being catered to 

whilst I'm here. 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton:05:44 I feel the same. I love open mic nights and music. And I feel 

like we have so much potential here, and I go to the events to 

do with music all the time, where people literally just sing and 

jump on a track and then just sing whatever they feel like. 

You do have to know the right people in order to hear about 

the type of events that you want. They're not necessarily 

publicized. Once you know the right people, then you tend to 

get into that kind of scene. 
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Shakinah Williamson: 06:12 I agree. There is quite a few stuff to do, actually. Yeah. There's 

stuff like ice skating, stuff like ghetto golf, stuff like 

trampolining, and go karting. You just got to know what you 

like. Being able to go out, socialise, shopping, food, couple 

drinks here and there. Somewhere like Turtle Bay, two for 

one. Can't go wrong. Friday night cheeky. My name's 

Shakinah. I'm 19. I live in Nechells. 

Aliyah Daley: 06:39 I think Birmingham is so slow comparing to London. How you 

got tubes. The buses don't actually finish until late in the 

morning, but here it's 11 o'clock. The tubes are like always 

running, and everyone here just walks slow. Everything is 

slow compared to London. My name's Aaliyah. I'm 19, and I'm 

doing apprenticeship in accounting. 

Ramone Whittle: 07:03 Because it's slower here, I would feel more comfortable if I 

was to ask somebody for directions here more so than 

London or something. Because everyones just, undergoing it. 

My name's Ramone. I live in Perry Barr. I'm 23. I work as a 

researcher for Center of Mental Health. 

Monique Brooks: 07:17 So, I just want to say that the grass is not always greener on 

the other side because there's a difference between living 

somewhere and going on holiday somewhere. I think a lot of 

people, when they go to London, they go to Oxford Street, 

Piccadilly ... They go to the nice places, but that's at the circle, 

the centre of London. And there's certain ends and places 

that you would not want to go or that is dirty, or you will, as 

people would say. There are places that you just wouldn't 

visit. 

  So, just like Birmingham, there are pros and cons. There is a 

bit more of a better nightlife, but London is not always 

cracked up to be. My name is Monique Brooks. I'm originally 

from London, but I've been living up here for a year. I got 

married. I think it is slower here. People's attitude actually a 

bit nicer here because I'll be walking up the street, and people 

are like, "Hello." I'm like, "Hi!" People say hi and greet you, 

and ... In London, everyone is just, literally they're about their 

business. They just go in a rush and in a hurry. I think people 

stop to say hi here. 

Chinia Hutchinson: 08:22 What I like about Birmingham is genuinely the people. I don't 

think there's any other group of people that make me laugh 

like people from Birmingham do. I love the dirty Brummie 

accent. I love the fact that we have so much pride in where 

we come from. If you go to a house party, and they play 
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Birmingham by Lotto Boyzz, everyone knows every single 

word and we have no shame whatsoever. So, I really like the 

community and the fact that we know where we come from 

and we have a lot of pride in it. 

Alex Morgan: 08:46 I actually like ... A lot of people get annoyed by it, but you can 

go around town I like know someone. Generally, the 

connections because it's second capital to the big city. It's not 

that big. There's a saying that goes, "Everyone in Birmingham 

knows everyone." Literally, you could walk down the street, 

and then ... There's this thing called black man appreciation, 

right? You can look into it. I like walking down the street and 

being able to see someone and know, and go like that 

(gesture) . And I see another guy that know, and go like that 

(gesture). I just have a like for that. I like it because I don't get 

that in every city, so ... But Birmingham, we get it. 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton:09:15 I feel like a lot of people say that Birmingham doesn't have 

very many opportunities in that way for young people. But 

I've been lucky enough to experience a lot of opportunities 

that you have, but also had to go out and find my own 

opportunities. And so saying, "There's no jobs here" or 

whatever ... If you really want something, you'll find a way to 

do it. If there's not a job, you'll make a job type thing. So, I feel 

like in terms of jobs here, it works for me. 

Aliyah Daley: 09:47 Sometimes, when I've got opportunities, they've told me that, 

"Oh, you have to come to London." I feel like more 

opportunities should be in Birmingham, not have to travel all 

the time. 

Alex Anderson: 09:57 Birmingham. I think I like the fact that we've seen is almost a 

second capital. I do think there's a lot more going on here in 

terms of more money being put in and more companies 

coming up, and therefore there are more opportunities. For 

example ... And this is where I've grown up, so it's why I know. 

Ophelia Gayle: 10:12 I think with the arts and entertainment ... I just think that's 

just down to belief. Even though we call ourselves the second 

greatest, biggest city in the UK, we don't believe it. And we 

say, "Try and make your own opportunities." But if we don't 

believe that we're the second biggest city and we have these 

opportunities to make, we won't go out there and make our 

own opportunities. So, in terms of the arts industry, I think 

everyone pushes hope and their future into another city, 

which is why the city is so saturated with the arts and 

entertainment. And then, we leave our own city high and dry, 



HS2 Birmingham Ignite podcast (Completed 07/29/19) Page 6 of 8 

 

and I think we're part of the problem. Everyone is part of the 

problem, in terms of that industry because we just don't 

believe in ourselves that we can make something happen 

where we are. Im Ophelia Gayle. 

Taylor Manning: 10:50 I'm originally from New York. Would I stay in Birmingham? I 

don't know. My mom's from England. Well, she lives in New 

York right now, but her family lives over here. And I originally 

came back for university. I changed my path, I guess you 

could say, and started with nutrition and personal training 

and stuff like that, and then started my own company. So, 

that's what I'm doing right now. But longterm, I would want 

the company to run by itself, so I don't have to stay in 

Birmingham. It's not really my pace. 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton:11:21 I'd like to stay in Birmingham, but I come from Handsworth. 

So, one of my parents lives in Handsworth, and then my 

other parent lives in Solihull. So, it's a really obvious 

difference. And I don't think I'd stay in Handsworth. Don't 

think people really choose to stay in Handsworth. But I would 

like to stay in Birmingham. I can't imagine living anywhere 

else, really. 

Alex Morgan: 11:45 If I was the mayor of Birmingham, I'd give parents more time 

to spend with their kids and have it paid, too. I'd personally 

give parents maybe one day off extra a week .... leave to 

spend with their kids because the reason why I say this is 

because parents actually have hardly any time to parent their 

kids. 

  Alex Anderson: 12:02 What I would do is I would clear the 

streets in terms of litter and all that kind of rubbish, and I 

would change the mentalities of people because ultimately 

that's what's going to change the actual city itself. I'd give 

people more ambition, generally speaking, and just keep 

people just more respectful of other people and stuff. I think 

it starts with education. It starts with teaching the young 

people not only just about how to take care of things, but also 

how to respect one another. Teach them about each other, as 

well, because I think there are lots of categories. 

  If you're from Saltley or if you from, I don't know, Chelmsley 

Wood, or wherever else. You're in your own bubble. All you 

know is your environment, especially in Asian community 

because all they know is each other because they go to Asian 

schools, go to the Asian mosques, and go back to Asian 

homes. As well as, I guess, in the Black community, all we 



HS2 Birmingham Ignite podcast (Completed 07/29/19) Page 7 of 8 

 

know is church folk and we have our preconceived notions of 

White people, of Asian people, and stuff like that. So, I think 

it's about just education. That's where it has to start. 

Jardel Robinson-Hylton:12:52 I would potentially invest more in the NHS and also reducing 

mental health in the Black community. We have some of the 

highest statistics for mental health. That could be nipped in 

the bud in schools because of the time ... The young people 

that are at schools are going through so much more now. 

They're a different generation, and the issues that they face 

are so different to the ones that we faced when we were in 

school. And I do feel like more emphasis needs to be put on 

that because when you work with the young people in 

Birmingham, there are so many issues that we have that can 

be stopped so easily if they have someone to talk to, a safe 

place where they feel like they can go. And that will help the 

overall productiveness of Birmingham. The way Birmingham 

would be would be completely different if we invested more 

time, resources, energy, money into our young people and 

also into mental health. 

Ramone Whittle: 13:47 I would invest mostly in schools because I think I read a 

statistic somewhere saying that, from zero to 11, young boys 

show no sign of having any mental health issues or being 

sexual or anything like that. But then, from 11 to 18, that 

number just skyrockets. So, somewhere in between there, 

there's some sort of lack of support. So, I'd target schools, 

where the gap is and try to fix it somehow. 

Taylor Manning: 14:08 I'd probably tackle two initiatives. First one would be 

education in terms of finances, starting in younger schools 

because a lot of people are going to university without the 

proper knowledge on loans, interest on loans. We don't even 

know how to invest properly. We don't know how to do taxes. 

We don't know how to do the most important things we need 

to do. It should be in the core curriculum, so that people can 

make those big decisions not just based on what university 

they get into, but is it financially feasible? And in terms of 

homelessness in the community, education of the people will 

decrease a lot of these things. So, I personally feel like 

homelessness is a mentality because you can take them and 

put them in places and give them food, but if you don't 

change their minds, they will go back to what they know. And 

that goes for people coming from prison, as well. So, I would 

just do reform for the community. 
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Chinia Hutchinson: 15:01 We've been discussing leadership for the past few months, 

and we've all uncovered the fact that we all have leadership 

qualities. And I feel like every single person here has the 

opportunities, even if they're not there for us. But we have 

the ability to access spaces to put us in positions of power. 

And I feel like every single person in this room, every single 

voice you've heard today is a voice that has power. And I feel 

like we all have the opportunity to sieze as an opportunity. 

And when we do that, you'll hear all of our names and you'll 

see all of our faces. You'll see the faces and the stories behind 

the voices. 

 

 


