
 

Marston Box - M42 Motorway Closure – FAQs 
Key Messages: 

• Balfour Beatty VINCI (BBV) are working in partnership with HS2 and National Highways (formerly 

Highways England) to undertake work, between junctions 9 and 10 of the M42 motorway, to 

prepare the ground which will enable us to slide the Marston Box bridge into position in winter 

2022. 

• There will be a temporary full closure of the M42 both northbound and southbound, between 

junction 9 (Dunton interchange) to junction10 (Tamworth interchange), for seven days. 

• To complete the works safely and efficiently we will close the M42 motorway from: 

9pm on Friday 24 December (Christmas Eve) to 9pm on Friday 31 December 2021 (New 

Year’s Eve). 

• A clearly signed diversion route will be in place over this period with advance signage in place to 

help remind motorists of the closure. 

If you are travelling in the area during this closure, then: 

• Plan ahead and leave more time for your journey: If you travel on or around the M42 J9 to J10 

you may need to allow more time for your journey. 

• Use public transport wherever possible: This is to reduce congestion in the immediate area.  

• Think about your options: The closure of the M42 J9 to J10 (northbound and southbound) will 

mean that you may need to plan an alternative route. Check the latest traffic conditions before 

you leave using websites like Google Maps or Waze.  

• If you work: speak to your employer about whether there is any flexibility in your hours of work.  

• If you are an employer: Consider if there are times your team could avoid travelling altogether, 

such as working from home for all or part of the seven-day closure. 

 

FAQs: 

M42 closure 

Question Answer Owner 

What is the 
Marston Box?   

Marston Box is the bridge that will carry the HS2 line across the M42 
motorway near junction 9, north of Lea Marston and Curdworth in 
North Warwickshire. 
Marston Box will connect to Dunton Wood Embankment to the 
south and the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal Viaduct, which 
crosses the canal, to the north. The structure will be approximately 
190 metres in length, of which approximately 82 metres will be 
made up by the Marston Box.   
 

BBV 

What is the 
diversion route for 
this closure? 
 
 
 

A signed diversion will be in place for road users during the closure 
of the M42 motorway: 

• The northbound diversion between J9 and J10 will direct 
road users along the A446, A453 and A5 roads.  

• The southbound diversion between J10 and J9 will direct 
road users along the A5, A453 and A446 roads.  
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If you are travelling north or south, or between North Warwickshire 
and North West Leicestershire then please use the diversion route 
or plan ahead and use an alternative route to your destination. 
Allow extra time for all journeys. 
 

 
 

What work is 
being carried out? 
 
 

The works we will complete, in the closure this year, will include: 

• Removing the existing surface of the motorway where the 

bridge will be located.  

• Installing construction materials to create the foundations and 

improve the stability of the ground to support the weight of 

the bridge. 

• Replacing barriers and install additional safety barriers. 

• Removing and upgrading the existing drainage system.  

• Installing a new surface to enable the motorway to re-open to 

road users.  
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What time will the 
motorway close? 

We want to ensure that road users are able to travel home or to 
their destination during the day on Christmas Eve.  
We will close M42 motorway between junctions 9 and 10 at 9pm 
on Friday 24 December 2021 (Christmas Eve) and re-open the 
motorway at 9pm on Friday 31 December 2021 (New Year’s Eve). 
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Have you 
considered 
alternative 
construction 
methods?   

The original HS2 scheme design for the Marston Box bridge 
required it to be construct ‘in situ’ on a live motorway over a 20-
month period. This option would have required narrow lanes and a 
reduced speed limit of 50mph implemented for 9 months to 
construct the verge abutments.  

These lengthy closure periods would also have required a defined 
diversion route to be active for over a 3-month period increasing 
traffic volume, causing congestion and delays, on the local road 
network. 

 

In total, this construction method would require 18 months of 
narrow lanes and speed restrictions and over 100 overnight 
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motorway closures. This would have a substantial impact on road 
users. 

Who has approved 
this closure? 

We work closely with National Highways and local authority 
highways teams to plan and deliver these works with the 
appropriate consents. 
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What happens if 
work is delayed or 
take longer? 
 
 

If the works are delayed or take longer then we will communicate 
this using our networks and channels, social media and advance 
signage will be updated to inform road-users.   
 
We will also share updates about the works 
www.hs2.org.uk/marston-box 
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Who should we 
contact if we want 
to find out more 
about these 
works? 
 
 
 

For more information about HS2, please contact our HS2 Helpdesk 
team on 08081 434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk.  
 
For information about these works and the diversion route please 
visit: www.hs2.org.uk/marston-box 
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Can I claim 
expenses for the 
additional wear 
and tear on my 
vehicle? Fuel 
costs? 
 

There is no entitlement to compensation. BBV 
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Working in Partnership 

 

 

HS2 is a new high-speed railway that will link up the North, the Midlands and South East, serving 
eight of Britain’s 10 largest cities. It is critical for the UK’s low carbon transport future and will 
provide much-needed rail capacity across the country. It is integral to other rail projects in the North 
and Midlands – helping rebalance the UK economy.  For more information about HS2, please contact 
our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk, or for more 
information about the works we are doing in the Warwickshire area please visit 
www.HS2inWarwickshire.co.uk  
 

 

Balfour Beatty VINCI is responsible for designing and building part of the most exciting and 
challenging railway project in Europe: HS2. We are building the West Midlands section of HS2’s 
Phase One route, spanning approximately 90km from Long Itchington in Warwickshire to Handsacre 
in Staffordshire. We will be employing thousands of people in the area to design and build the civil 
infrastructure for HS2 through the West Midlands area. 
 

 

We operate, maintain and improve England’s motorways and major A roads. Our roads network is 
vital to the running of the country and our customers, and their safety remains our priority. We are 
committed to working with HS2 Ltd and other partners to plan and co-ordinate our works 
programmes where we can. While HS2 carry out these works we will make every effort to keep you 
updated and informed in advance of works to help you plan your journeys and help support a better-
connected future. 
Email: info@highwaysengland.co.uk    General enquiries: 0300 123 5000 
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