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General 
 

1. What is HS2? 
 

HS2 is a new high speed railway linking up London, the Midlands, the North and Scotland 

serving over 25 stations, including eight of Britain’s 10 largest cities and connecting around 30 

million people. 

The construction of the new railway is split into three phases – Phase One linking London and 

the West Midlands; Phase 2a linking the West Midlands and the North via Crewe; and Phase 2b 

completing the railway to Manchester and Leeds. 

There are three main benefits of HS2: 

• Capacity – taking inter-city trains off the existing rail network will free up more space for 

commuter and freight services, helping to relieve overcrowding and take lorries off the 

road. 

• Connectivity – better transport links between our cities and regions is bringing more 

investment to the Midlands and North, helping to level up the country 

• Carbon – HS2 will be the low carbon option for long distance travel, emitting 17 times less 

carbon than the equivalent domestic flight and 7 times less carbon than the equivalent car 

journey. 

 

2. What is the Mace Dragados Joint Venture? 

 

Mace Dragados is a Joint Venture between British firm, Mace, and Spanish company, Dragados.  

https://www.hs2.org.uk/where/the-stations/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/why/capacity/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/why/connectivity/
https://www.hs2.org.uk/why/carbon/


 

 

Together, these two complementary organisations serve as HS2’s Construction Partner for 

Euston Station, having secured the contract in 2019. Mace Dragados Joint Venture is commonly 

referred to as Mace Dragados for MDjv for short.  

Site Overview 
 

3. Where is the former Maria Fidelis school playground site located? 

 

The former Maria Fidelis school site is in the London Borough of Camden and is located at the 

corner of North Gower Street and Starcross Street. The entrance to Euston railway station is 

approximately 300 metres to the east of the site and Euston Road is around 275 metres to the 

south. The HS2 Euston Station construction site is directly to the north. 

It is the former grounds of the Maria Fidelis school, which is now located on Drummond 

Crescent.  

4. Who owns the site? 

 

The site is jointly owned by Camden Council and London Continental Railways (LCR). 

HS2 Ltd is in discussion for the grant of a lease by LCR and Camden Council for a temporary 

site office and welfare facility until December 2032. HS2 Ltd will subsequently grant a sub-lease 

to Camden Council for the CSC, covering the same period of time.  

The proposals 
 

5. What are the proposals for the former Maria Fidelis school site? 

 

Mace Dragados Joint Venture, in collaboration with Camden Council and HS2 Ltd, is planning to 

redevelop part of the former Maria Fidelis School site. This is to provide a temporary site office 

and welfare facility to support the construction of HS2 Euston Station, and Camden Council’s 

Construction Skills Centre.  

6. Hasn’t a planning application previously been submitted for a Construction Skills 

Centre at this site? 

 

Yes. In 2019, Camden Council submitted a planning application and gained approval for a 

scheme which included a standalone Construction Skills Centre in the playground of the 

former Maria Fidelis school site. This approved application also included a publicly accessible 

multi-use hall and courtyard, change of use of the existing red-brick school building to provide 

office floorspace, and a new green space for the local community. The details of the application 



 

 

can be found on Camden Council’s planning website, using the reference number 2019/3091/P. 

Other than the changes to the Construction Skills Centre, the facilities approved under this 

application will continue to be provided by Camden Council and are not affected by this new 

planning application. 

7. What is the difference between this application and the one submitted in 2019? 

 

The design of the Construction Skills Centre has been amended to provide a reconfigured 

facility which will benefit from additional educational space within the site. Meanwhile, positive 

features of the original scheme, such as the creation of community green space and a 

community hall, will not be affected by this application, with these aspects being brought 

forward by Camden Council as originally intended.  

The main difference is that the new proposals also include the provision of a temporary site 

office and welfare facility to facilitate the construction works at HS2 Euston station. This was 

not part of the previous application. 

8. Can you tell me more about the site office and welfare facility? 

 

The temporary site office and welfare facility, often referred to collectively as the ‘site 

accommodation’, will provide 5,747m2 of space for the Mace Dragados construction team to 

work from. This includes space for up to 500 desks along with meeting rooms, as well as a site 

canteen and changing facilities big enough to handle a peak of 2,600 on-site workers. A 

maximum of around 3,000 people could be working out of the site office and welfare on a 

normal day.  

The facility benefits from being ‘on the doorstep’ of the main HS2 Euston Station site. Once the 

building is operational, the main access for staff is planned to be from Hampstead Road. 

9. I have heard people use the term ‘site accommodation’. Will be people sleeping on 

site? 

 

No, the term site accommodation is commonly used on construction projects to refer to a 

building that provides office space, along with a dining area and shower/changing facilities. 

There will be no beds for people to sleep on site.    

10. Can you tell me more about the Construction Skills Centre? 

 

The Construction Skills Centre, which will be operated by Camden Council, will provide a space 

for learning and skills training for local people and beyond. As per the previously approved 

scheme, it is designed to accommodate 150 students and 30 staff with workshop spaces, an IT 

room and small classrooms, along with a range of technical equipment. The facility will provide 

1,378m2 of internal floor space and an external with a direct view on to the ongoing HS2 works 

to support learning.  



 

 

When the new centre is ready to be used, the plan is to close the current temporary skills 

centre in King’s Cross and relocate to this site.   

The Construction Skills Centre was previously approved in 2019 (Planning Application 

Reference: 2019/3091/P) and elements which were approved as part of that application will still 

be delivered as part of the redevelopment of the site. This includes the community green space 

at the south eastern end of the site.  

11. Why have you chosen this site for the temporary site office and welfare facility?  

 

The former Maria Fidelis school site has been chosen because it provides the necessary 

amount of space within a very close distance to the project site. This has a number of benefits, 

including reducing the number of staff walking through the local area from the office to site 

throughout the working day.  

The site is large enough to create a facility that is able to accommodate a growing project team 

that will number close to 3,000 at peak, while also being available for the duration of the HS2 

Euston Station project (the lease will be granted until 2032) and also having the space to 

integrate the Construction Skills Centre. 

Before selecting the former Maria Fidelis school site, MDjv carried out a detailed review of 

potential alternative locations, including at Euston Square Gardens, outside the front of Euston 

railway station, on the HS2 construction site and at a number of points along Hampstead Road. 

These options didn’t meet the requirements or had significant constraints (such as extensive 

basement works on the HS2 site) and so were discounted, with the former Maria Fidelis School 

site emerging as the most suitable choice. 

12. Why has the building been designed the way it has?  

 

The building design, in terms of its size and shape has been chosen to ensure both the HS2 site 

accommodation and Camden Council Construction Skills Centre can be built on the site and 

make the best use of the available space. There are benefits to having the two facilities located 

so closely together and so it was important to develop a design that allowed for these to be 

realised. The proposed design offers a co-located, split-level option. 

The size of the site office and welfare facility is based on building space regulations and HS2 

contract requirements that are in place to make sure that every person has the space they 

need to be comfortable and productive in their role. Similarly, the size of the Construction Skills 

Centre is largely determined by the number of students that will use the facility and their space 

needs, which remains consistent with the previously approved facility. 

13. Will the main school building be kept on the site? 

 



 

 

There are no plans as part of the HS2 Euston Station project to demolish the main former 

school building and the building does not form part of our application. This building is jointly 

owned by Camden Council and LCR, not HS2. 

14. Will green space be provided as part of this application?  

 

As part of the previous planning application for the Construction Skills Centre, submitted in 

2019 by Camden Council, there are plans to create a community green space at the south-

eastern end of the site, with access off Starcross Street. This new planning application does not 

affect this and we are not proposing any changes to what has already been approved. As such, 

the wider redevelopment of the site will include the provision of green community space and 

this will be delivered by Camden Council. Further information on what was approved by 

Camden Council can be seen in the 2019 planning documents, available on the Council’s 

planning website via the reference 2019/3091/P 

In summary, this space includes a landscaped park with informal seating for public use 

throughout the day. 

15. Who designed the cladding (external walls) for the site office and welfare facilities?  

 

The revised exterior design of the building has been produced by Fraser Brown Mackenna 

Architects (FBM). FBM is an award-winning practice working for leading clients on a variety of 

exiting projects. Formed in 1991, they have developed a reputation for delivering successful 

results with limited resources through intelligent design solutions.  

FBM were the original architects working on the Camden Construction Skills Centre proposal.  

16. How was the revised design vision developed? 

 

Following the public engagement and the feedback received, the design team focused on five 

areas for further development, with regard to the building’s exterior:  

• Minimise the visual impact of the building; 

• Greater enhancement and integration of planting; 

• Break up the form of the building; 

• Integrate the design into its surroundings; and 

• Respect for the local area and its history. 

 

Slides 14 – 22 of the updated design slide pack provide visual representation of the proposed 

changes that we are looking to incorporate in our final design.  

 

 



 

 

17. What has happened to the previous designs for the building’s exterior? 

 

The initial exterior designs were shared with the public as part of an engagement process 

during April and early May 2021. This allowed local people to give their views and, through the 

feedback we received, it was made clear to us that our original design proposals needed to be 

revised. In response to the views of local people, we have chosen to take a different design 

approach to the building’s exterior and are now seeking views on this.  

Planning and Engagement  
 

18. What are the timescales for this planning application?  

 

HS2 Ltd and Mace Dragados ran a public engagement process between 12 April and 2 May 

2021, during which time comments were shared with us via an online feedback form. 

Further targeted focus groups are planned for 27 May 2021 and in the second week of June to 

share and discuss the revised exterior designs. Feedback given at those sessions and via a new 

on-line feedback form (Insert link). 

Following this, the planning documents will be finalised ahead of submission in the summer. It 

is expected that Camden Council, acting as the local planning authority, will then make a 

decision on the application within the statutory planning application determination period. 

19. What will happen to the feedback I submit? 

 

As we did with the initial phase of engagement, we will review and consider all feedback before 

submitting the planning application to understand where there might be opportunities to 

refine our proposals. We will also consider feedback in the ongoing detailed design 

development of the scheme, which will continue beyond the submission of a planning 

application.  

It is important to note that there are a number of essential requirements and constraints for 

the site accommodation that means we are not able to make changes to many aspects of the 

design, such as the overall shape and size, as well as the construction approach. However, we 

are keen to hear your views on the artistic design of the external walls and your ideas on how 

we can work with the local community throughout construction and beyond to respond to 

opportunities and concerns. 

20. Where can I see the full set of planning application documents? 

 

The full application documents will be available to view on Camden Council’s website once the 

planning application is submitted and they are uploaded to the Council’s planning website. One 



 

 

this has happened, we will provide the application reference number and link to the relevant 

webpage on the HS2 website. 

Following that period, the planning documents will be finalised ahead of submission in the 

summer. It is expected that Camden Council, acting as the local planning authority, will then 

make a decision on the application within the statutory planning application determination 

period.  

Construction  
 

21. How long will construction of the building take? 

 

The construction of both the HS2 site accommodation and the Construction Skills Centre is 

planned to start in the summer of 2021 and be complete by summer of 2022. This means a 

construction period of around nine to twelve months.  

Specific timescales will be influenced by site conditions, as well as the exact construction 

approach used, which is still being finalised.  

22. What will the working hours be during construction?  

 

Our core working hours for the works at the former Maria Fidelis school site will be Monday – 

Friday, 8am to 6pm and Saturday’s, 8am to 1pm. For one hour before and after these times, 

our team may be on site carrying out organisational activities, including briefings and tidying 

up, but there will be no operation of machinery.  

We will not work on Sundays and Bank Holidays unless absolutely necessary, although there 

may be some occasions where we work outside of these hours to carry out emergency works.  

23. How many construction vehicles will visit the site each day? 

 

Until we have confirmed the exact construction method that we will be using, we cannot give 

an exact figure for the number of vehicles that will visit site each day. We will be providing this 

detail in the construction management plan, which will be submitted to Camden Council as 

part of the planning application and available for members of the public to view.  

24. What is the access route for these vehicles? 

 

Vehicle access to the site will, wherever possible, be via Hampstead Road. However, there will 

be occasions where essential works, such as utilities diversions, mean that we need to 

temporarily use an alternative access point off Cobourg Street. As with the number of expected 



 

 

movements, a detailed traffic management plan will be submitted as part of the planning 

application and this will show the routes that these vehicles will take.  

As much as possible, vehicles visiting site will avoid using local residential roads. Drivers will be 

instructed to use routes identified to minimise disruption to the local community.    

25. What are you going to do to minimise disruption to local residents (e.g. traffic, noise, 

dust, light)? 

 

HS2 Ltd and Mace Dragados are committed to being responsible neighbours. Works will be 

carried out with consideration for the environment and local community at the forefront of the 

mind. We will seek to minimise disruption and disturbance as far as possible, and will ensure 

stakeholders and members of the community are given prior notification and kept informed 

throughout the works. Anyone can contact the HS2 helpdesk at any time to ask a question or 

find out more information. You can contact the Helpdesk on Freephone 08081 434 434, by 

Minicom on 08081 456 472 or by Email: HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk. You can also view work 

notifications on our local website, www.HS2inCamden.co.uk.    

We plan to construct the building using a pre-fabricated solution. This means that large 

sections of the building will be manufactured off-site, with factory level precision, and then 

installed on-site at a later point. The benefits to this type of approach is that it speeds up the 

construction process, helps to reduce carbon emissions, helps reduce the number of lorry 

movements required for construction, and minimises the amount of on-site construction 

activity, which in turn helps to reduce noise and dust.   

During the earlier phases of the works, when we are carrying out activities such as site 

clearance and concrete breaking, there will be periods of increased noise. For all of this ‘noisy’ 

work, we will be using acoustic screening and managing our working hours closely to minimise 

disruption to local people. We will also carry out noise and vibration monitoring throughout 

these works and if we happen to go over specified limits, we will stop work and put additional 

mitigations in place.  

We will manage dust levels on site by spraying water onto areas and activities where dust is 

likely to be created. We will also have attachments on our machinery that brush of dirt and 

debris to avoid it being shaken off when the machines move and vibrate.   

We have a road sweeper on a contract to ensure local roads are regularly cleaned and we will 

be jet washing vehicle wheels when needed to minimise the amount of mud they take into the 

local area.  

All staff and contractors visiting the site are expected to act responsibly with the local 

community in mind. Everyone visiting the site will be briefed on the appropriate behaviours. 

mailto:HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
http://www.hs2incamden.co.uk/


 

 

Operation 
 

26. How long will the site office and welfare facility and Construction Skills Centre be on 

site? 

 

As it stands, HS2 will be granted a lease for the office and welfare facility that lasts until 2032, 

and Camden Council has a sublease for the same period of time for the Construction Skills 

Centre. 

This gives us the best idea of how long the facilities will be on site, however this could change 

depending on project needs. Once the site office and welfare facilities are no longer needed, 

they will be removed from the site, along with the Construction Skills Centre. How the site is 

used after that will be a decision for the landowners, Camden Council and London Continental 

Railways.    

27. What are the hours of operation for the site accommodation? 

 

The site accommodation will be accessible 24/7 due to the nature of some of the project works 

in the future; it is normal in the rail industry for works near to or on railways lines to be carried 

out at night when trains are not running. However, we expect people to typically be working in 

the facilities on weekdays from 7am to 7pm. On Saturdays, the hours will be 7am to 2pm.     


