Notification

Notice of temporary road
closures - Leather Lane,
Rocky Lane & Bowood Lane
High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain. We are
continually reviewing the works on our construction sites in line with
Government and Public Health England (PHE) advice on dealing with
COVID-19. You can sign up for regular updates in your local area at
www.hs2inbucksandox.co.uk

What are we doing?
As part of our continued preparatory works for phase two of our internal
haul road we are planning some local road closures for a period of
approximately three weeks each. This work will involve the completion
of the site access road crossings in each area and clearance of
vegetation. We will be installing traffic signalling equipment, road
markings, underground utility protection works for BT and Thames Water
assets which will be a concrete slab (Rocky Lane) and some road
widening works (Bowood Lane). As the work requires large plant and
machinery which will be in use on the road, with the exception of Leather
Lane, we are required to fully close the lanes for the duration of the
works, 24 hours per day. This is for the safety of road users and our staff.

When will these works take place?
The works will commence in July and continue through to August. The
closures will take place consecutively starting with Bowood Lane and
then Leather Lane in July and conclude with the Rocky Lane crossing
which should take place in August. The roads will be closed 24/7 for the
duration of the works (except for Leather Lane) with a diversion in place.
Bowood Lane will be closed 5-16th July

Duration of works
Works will commence in July
2021
Normal working hours:
Monday to Friday
8.00am – 6.00pm
Saturdays
8.00am – 1.00pm
Our contractors may be on
site for one hour’s start-up
and shutdown either side of
these times.

What to expect
Varied activities with both
quiet and busier periods.
Road closures on some local
roads and some additional
traffic.
Noise from plant and
equipment used for the
works.

What we will do

Leather Lane will be closed 19-30th July (6am to 6pm)
Rocky Lane will be closed 2-20th August
Works will take place between 8am and 6pm – Monday to Friday. Some
additional weekend work may also take place.
We will work to open the roads to reduce disruption as soon as possible.

If you have a question about HS2 or our works, please
contact our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434
or email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

Manage any environmental
impacts, such as traffic and
noise.
Respond promptly to any
complaints and take
appropriate action.
Take care to respect the
community.
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Where will the works take place?
We will be working Leather Lane, Rocky Lane and Bowood Lane as illustrated on the maps below. All three
lanes will be diverted via Frith Hill with signage in place on the A413, Potter Row and Kings Lane.

What to expect




Vegetation clearance and tree felling along the existing lanes
Second phase of road crossing points and signal installation
Continued survey works in the area including ground investigations

What are we doing?
During this time, we will be installing traffic signalling equipment, road markings, two culverts and a
concrete slab (Rocky Lane) and some road widening works (Bowood Lane).

Leather Lane
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What is a site access road?

The access road is a temporary structure which will be used to transport excavated materials, large
equipment and machinery along the line of route. It will reduce the need for transporting large loads on
the local road network.
In order to construct these roads, we will need to carry out localised vegetation clearance including
tree felling, drainage work and fencing.
Once built, these roads will help move materials along the line of the route, keeping lorries off the local
road network as much as possible. There will be specific points at which our HGV’s (heavy goods
vehicle) are allowed to enter the access road from the existing roads.

Why are we doing these works?
Leather Lane
As part of the permanent HS2 design, the way the train
line interfaces with the existing road network is one
we need to negotiate. In this area, we need to
permanently realign Leather Lane to travel over HS2 and
install a temporary internal access road which will carry
construction traffic while we build the HS2 line. Our
internal access road will reduce the number of heavy
goods vehicles on local roads.
To do this, we will eventually need to clear a number of
trees and hedgerows for the permanent realignment of
Leather Lane and for where the HS2 route will cross the
existing lane. The site access road has been
specifically located to the east of the HS2 route as it
lessens the construction impact on the permanent
works, which include the railway line, the cutting and
landscaping bunds which are used to support the
realignment of the road. There will not be any clearance
undertaken which is not required for the
construction of these structures. During this closure, there
will be a section of trees designated for removal which is
where the HS2 trace cuts across the lane.
Phase one of the crossing points pictured above

All other vegetation to the east and west of the central
cutting is still being reviewed by our teams to enable us
to minimise the number of trees to be removed and allow us to work our design around this.
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Vegetation clearance
As the project progresses, it is necessary to remove vegetation to enable future works to continue and to
allow access to areas of the site. We will be working at several locations across the coming months between
Great Missenden and Wendover.
All clearance works are undertaken under the instruction of the ecologist on site, who undertakes a survey and
decides on the appropriate method of clearance based on the vegetation present. Surveys involve detailed
hand searches through vegetation to determine if any ecology is present. If the area is found to be clear, then
vegetation clearance will take place. During these works, we are only clearing vegetation in areas that have
been identified as necessary such as along the trace of the HS2 line. Other clearance works that are still under
review will not be removed.

The image below shows an indicative impression of what the area will look like when HS2 is operational with
some of the suggested landscaping planting.
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Diversion route
The map below details the diversion route for the closures of all three lanes. To keep consistency for road
users during this time, the same diversion route will be in place for each closure which will be fully signed from
the A413 Wendover roundabout down to the Frith Hill roundabout in Great Missenden and up towards South
Heath.
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We’ve been answering some of your queries recently.
Take a look below at some of the frequently asked questions..

Q: Why can the access road, construction compound and overbridge not be moved to the other side of
Leather Lane, which is free of trees?
A: The existing trees are on the south side of the existing road, and the new road being built is to the south.
We need to clear the trees to build the railway cutting and the new road. If the road was built to the north side
of the existing road, it would impact the copse of mature trees to the north west. This decision was part of our
environmental assessments when designing the railway, taking into consideration the wider implications in
order to come up with the best solution to minimise impacts and preserve as many trees as possible.
Q: Why are trees being removed to build a compound and haul road?
A: The trees are being removed to construct the permanent works. The temporary haul road is positioned
where trees are being cleared to build the permanent works so there is no tree felling just for temporary
works. There will be small-scale welfare units for the construction of the overbridge, but no full compound.
Q: Why can’t you use the A413 to access the site access road?
A: We have community commitments to relieve construction traffic from local road networks. The internal site
access road which will be used during the construction process will take the heavy construction vehicles out of
the interface with the public traffic and reduce daily vehicle movement numbers on the roads.
Q: What will happen to replace the removed trees?
A: Our landscape architects have developed a series of landscape planting which is a combination of
woodland, shrub and hedgerows, designed to reflect the local landscape character.
Q: Are these trees subject to any preservation orders?
A: No. When we survey the areas that we work in, trees with designated tree protection orders (TPO) around
them we are aware of and must take into consideration within our design.
Q: Is this area designated ancient woodland?
A: No. Working within the ANOB we have areas of ancient woodland which we take into consideration, but
this section of vegetation along Leather Lane is not classified as ancient woodland.
Q: Why are you are removing trees and ecosystems without thought?
A: One of the HS2 deliverable aims is to create a Green Corridor. It will be the largest single environmental
project in the UK. We will leave behind more than 33 square kilometres of new woodland, wildlife and river
habitats alongside the line from the West Midlands to London, the equivalent of 23 new Hyde Parks lining the
spine of the country. The rest of the HS2 network is still being developed and designed and will provide even
more opportunities to expand the Green Corridor farther north. The Green Corridor will be a home for wildlife
and integrate HS2 into the landscape, and where we can retain existing ecosystems and habitats where
practicable we will.
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Keeping you informed
We are committed to keeping you informed about work on HS2.
This includes ensuring you know what to expect and when to
expect it, as well as how we can help.

Residents’ Charter and Commissioner

The Residents’ Charter is our promise to communicate
as clearly as we possibly can with people who live
along or near the HS2 route.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-residentscharter
We also have an independent Residents’
Commissioner whose job is to make sure we keep to
the promises we make in the Charter and to keep it
under constant review. Find reports at:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-ltdresidents-commissioner
You can contact the Commissioner at:
residentscommissioner@hs2.org.uk

Contact Us

Construction Commissioner

Website www.hs2.org.uk

The Construction Commissioner’s role is to mediate
and monitor the way in which HS2 Ltd manages and
responds to construction complaints. You can contact
the Construction Commissioner by emailing:
complaints@hs2-cc.org.uk

Contact our HS2 Helpdesk team all day,
every day of the year on:
Freephone 08081 434 434
Minicom 08081 456 472
Email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk
Write to:
FREEPOST
HS2 Community Engagement

To keep up to date with what is
happening in your local area, visit:
www.hs2inyourarea.co.uk

Property and compensation

You can find out all about HS2 and properties along
the line of route by visiting:
www.gov.uk/government/collections/hs2-property
Find out if you’re eligible for compensation at:
www.gov.uk/claim-compensation-if-affected-by-hs2

Please contact us if you’d like a free copy of
this document in large print, Braille, audio
or easy read. You can also contact us for
help and information in a different
language.

Holding us to account

HS2 Ltd is committed to protecting personal
information. If you wish to know more about
how we use your personal information please
see our Privacy Notice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
high-speed-two-ltd-privacy-notice

If you are unhappy for any reason you can make a
complaint by contacting our HS2 Helpdesk team. For
more details on our complaints process, please visit
our website:
www.hs2.org.uk/how-to-complain
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