
 

 

HS2 Stoke Mandeville podcast (Completed  07/29/19) 

 

Page 1 of 7 

 

Tom Swannick: 00:11 So essentially at the moment it's a very overgrown sort 

of thicket of trees, but when you get past the iron gate 

there, it's a series of rubble mounds at the moment. It's 

predominantly a limestone rubble, but also there's a 

large brick rubble, which was where the 17th century 

brick tower stood at the west end of the church. It's 

quite overgrown at the moment, but it's gonna all be 

removed, the vegetation, and we'll be stripping the 

rubble back and we'll be left with the footprint of the 

church. 

  I'm Tom Swannick. I work for LP Archaeology and I am 

the site manager and project officer for St Mary's. By 

training, I'm an osteologist so I'm mostly interested 

about the, the remains basically. It's a really, really 

amazing opportunity to have a look at the changing 

demographics and population of Stoke Mandeville 

village, but also the wider trends in Britain at that time. 

So, start at the 12th century and the last barrel in there 

is 1908 so you get an incredibly wide-ranging time span 

and also the science that we can do on the bodies is 

amazing. So, we can radiocarbon date them. The more 

interesting stuff is isotope analysis. Things like teeth, so 

we can see like where people were born and where 

they are always in this area or did they move here and 

they died here. And then there's DNA things that we can 

do with it for Ancestry and things like that. So, it's a 

really exciting project. 

Mike Court: 01:57 It's really, really interesting because it's a burial ground, 

which could have up to a thousand year's worth of 

burials in it, which is amazing. And there's the 

opportunity, albeit quite slim possibility of being able to 

link somebody from a thousand years ago to a modern 

Stoke Mandevillian, if that's what you call them. And 

that's actually a really rare opportunity. And plus you 

don't get to dig up a thousand-year-old church very 

often. And I think it's only happened once or twice 

before actually. As well, the church, it kind of sits in a 

very broad archaeological landscape. So, there's a lot of 

Roman archaeology, a lot of prehistoric archaeology 

and tons of medieval archaeology. So, the whole 

landscape has been a kind of dynamic economy for 
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over a thousand years. And we go right through the 

middle of it with High Speed Two. So, it's just really 

great archaeological opportunity, but it's super 

awesome for all the people that live here who perhaps 

don't get that much out of the skin. 

  You know, there's no station in Aylesbury for example, 

but they are able to learn about their heritage through 

the work that we're doing. And that's actually really 

important us because the point of archaeology is to tell 

people about the past. It's not to dig stuff up and hoard 

the knowledge. My Name's Mike Court, I'm the lead 

archaeologist for High-Speed Two, Phase One which is 

the bit from Birmingham to London or London to 

Birmingham. I guess it's important to learn about who 

we were in order that we can better inform who we 

want to be. It's nice to be able to look back and to kind 

of tell the stories of these people who lived in much 

simpler times. And if there's something that we can 

learn that we can take forward and make us better 

people, then great. 

Tony Irvin: 03:29 Well, my name is Tony Irvin. I'm chairman of the 

Western Turville Historical Society formed in 2000 as a 

millennium project. We are in the village literally next 

door to Stoke Mandeville here, hence the interest in the 

local site. I think there's a massive opportunity for local 

societies like ours to be involved in this and for the 

information to come through to us. I don't think we 

know where we're going unless we know where we 

came from. It's as simple as that. We need to know what 

our history is. We need to know from a social point of 

view how people lived in times gone by and what it 

means to us now. It's all very relevant, I think and it's 

also good for, I think, community spirit to be involved in 

something like this. 

Charles Le Quesne: 04:05 It's really just going for a walk and knowing there's a 

kind of sites and you know or as well as quite kind of 

interesting to see what effectively was a tumbledown 

old churchyard, which you could walk around, the kind 

of fence and so on. 
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  So, it's just, it's kind of very kind of general interest of 

'hang on, there was a church here'. You know it's now 

not even a ruin. It's no longer there. 

Carol Hardy: 04:28 We've lived here for 25 years. 

Charles Le Quesne: 04:33 There is always a sense with the current church that it 

replaced an old church. So, I guess there's a sense of 

continuity in that respect. I suppose it does mean 

something to the village. The idea that you can actually 

get an almost like a cross section of kind of social and 

British history going way back to the 11th, 12th century 

and so on, is really fascinating. It does make you think a 

bit more about the area in which you live actually and 

what's gone on before. 

Charlie Leavitt: 05:00 The ruins are fenced off. There are a few gravestones 

that are still standing up, all at different angles. It's quite 

quaint with the rubble and it's interesting because you 

can see the names and you can see where it used to be, 

and how big it was. But the lack of the actual building, 

just shows the history and what's happened to it. What 

it's been through. I'm Charlie Leavitt, I live in Aylesbury. 

I've lived in Aylesbury all my life. My family used to live 

in Wendover, but when they got married, they moved 

away from their parents, and I've grown up there. Okay. 

I came here just because it's quite local and I've heard 

about it, but a couple of years ago I visited it on a group 

tour certain heritage of the local area and when it came 

up again I thought I've been there, I've seen that, I know 

a bit of the history, be nice to learn more and see what 

they're doing with it. 

  I’m in the end of my education, at the end of my A-

Levels and I'd hear career options, and degree options 

and archaeology came up and I went to a previous HS2 

meet up and I was talking to some of the people there 

and they advised me to come here to have a look 

around and learn some more. I quite like the idea of an 

outdoor job, getting involved and doing something and 

I've always been quite intrigued in history of all different 

types. I think something that I can actually touch, that's 

more tactile would be great for me to learn from. 
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Albin John Reed: 06:32 My name is Albin John Reed now I live in Stoke 

Mandeville. I was born in Lee Road, on Southcourt 90 

years ago. Moved to 19 K Road and came from there to 

Stoke Mandeville. So, I've moved twice. I'm a member of 

the Burke's Archaeological Society, a sleeping member, 

London Underground Railway Society and several 

others. I’m a member of  the dancing group at 

Towersey. It's folk dancing, you go there once a week. 

  Before they started all the alterations on the buildings 

and so on. There was just the railing around the sides 

and a big mound of earth and rubble where they had 

blown it up or demolished, you see. Broken 

gravestones, some gravestones still standing. I always 

thought they should have been put off and cleaned up, 

but of course that's not done. You mustn't move moss 

or algae off a gravestone, and you've got to leave it as it 

is. Stoke Mandeville ruins this side of the town, and 

Quarrendon ruins on the North of the town and they 

were just places you'd go to for an afternoon's bike ride 

or visit. First time I ever saw it, there was a bit of the 

structure left. It was in the middle of the war and there 

was a group of airmen and playing cards inside the 

church. That was my first view of it. 

Doug Stuckey: 07:46 I'm Doug Stucky and I'm currently the Honouree 

Secretary of Buck's Archaeological Society. We're at a bit 

of a milestone in terms of this year. We are 170 years 

old, so we were formed by some late Georgians early 

Victorians and they were all educationalists and they 

looked at the grammar school in Aylesbury. That's 

where the county museum is. The county council run 

the museum, but we actually own the building and most 

of the contents of. We are agitating to be involved as a 

society. So, if there are things found in our area that 

need to be recorded, we can offer a museum space for 

it to be exhibited for the public in the future, as well as 

get our members involved. We've been on site and 

we're also looking forward to taking part in rescuing 

some of the church remains when that gets looked at. 

But it seems quite an intriguing place and that intrigue 

is probably deepened by the fact that we've just 
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uncovered Roman remains in the field above it, and 

fairly early medieval burial on the other side. 

  It's a bit of an odd place to build a church down in the 

valley with a stream next to it. There could be some pre-

Christian site that the church then occupies in order to 

take over its spiritual nature, so we may be looking at 

something that goes back a lot further. Whether we can 

prove that or not, we don't know. Certainly, the church 

is in an unusual site, although if the manor was next 

door to it where we think the fishponds are, then that 

would make sense because the manor often built the 

church right next door so that they didn't have to go 

very far when they walk to church. The villagers can 

walk for miles, but not the Lord of the manor. He just 

went next door and popped in his chapel. 

Dr Jonathan Hun: 09:33 I'm an archaeologist. My name is Dr Jonathan Hun. 

  My particular interest around here is actually the 

Chilterns's area. One of the reasons I like that area is 

that there's a lot of woodland and where you have 

woodland, you have things that survive. Round here the 

environment is a lot more hostile. Things have been 

erased, flattened, and it was only fairly recently that we 

realised. Aylesbury's history goes back a long, long way. 

A lot of the records we have are, I would say fairly 

limited. The sort of questions that I'm interested in, you 

certainly can't get that simply by looking at a few ruins. 

The evidence is potentially there in the ground. It gives 

the opportunity for the dead to speak. Sounds a bit sort 

of hackneyed maybe to say that. You're actually, 

hopefully trying to reconstruct the lives of people, in the 

past. 

  You could say, well, what's a dead person going to tell 

you? Well, actually quite a bit on their physical side. 

You're not going to be able to reconstruct how they felt 

necessarily, but every now and then you can get an 

insight into how skeletons inhumations, that there's 

something of their lives. Like a young mother and child, 

you can tell instantly there's a tragedy there. If you're 
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digging up people my age, you think, well, he's had a 

good life, you know, he's okay. 

  Something like this project gives an opportunity to 

actually have the resources to ask and try and answer 

some very interesting questions. I mean, we walk 

around and we look around, we think, oh, that's always 

been there. Of course, it hasn't always been there. 

Things change, they mutate. Human beings don't like 

change as a rule. When something's completed, and I've 

worked on lots of projects where people have not been 

very happy with what's been developed, once it's 

developed, it becomes almost invisible. But the big 

impact is when you get roads blocked and people's lives 

are suddenly, seem to be changed by just the sheer 

movement of vehicles, that's the kind of thing that 

excites me though. 

Charles Leavitt: 12:09 My name is Charles Leavitt. I'm another archaeologist. 

I'm working on the project. I've been working in bits of 

HS2 for the past two and a half, three years. My main 

involvement is to the North, so I'm working on Phase 

2A, the section between Lichfield and Crew. I came 

down today really to inform our plans for the next 

section of the route as well as a local resident and an 

archaeological nerd, like my colleague. I've been 

working as an archaeologist working on major 

development projects for most of my career, for 25 

years. It's only really over that period that there has 

been a clear framework in place that ensures that 

archaeology is carried out in the context of 

development. And it's completely transformed our 

understanding of the British landscape, particularly in 

areas where there's been the most development of 

course. 

  And where as archaeology antiquarianism as it started 

out, you know, 2, 3, 400 years ago was, was the 

fascination with things that you could see, castles and 

burial mounds and so on. What this boom in 

commercially funded archaeology has given us over the 

last 25 years is a window into the more ephemeral 

remains of the past, which were just as important. So, I 
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have to say from the first time I heard about HS2 I was 

very excited. 

  It's a corridor running, you know, two thirds of the way 

up England. At the same time, the massive disruption 

for the period of the construction. That is the big impact 

of these schemes. I just hope that people are able to get 

into the schools and get out to the communities and 

really communicate to them what it is that we're finding 

and what it means. It is an interesting perspective to be 

involved in something that involves that much change 

when really we're looking at change, where we're 

analysing change. So perhaps sharing that 

understanding with communities that actually the 

landscapes that they're living within have seen 

enormous change. It might provide a bit of perspective 

in this, in the context of this sort of thing. 

  One of the things that being an archaeologist teaches 

you is that life is change and decay, so the illusion that 

we reassure ourselves with the things aren't changing, 

is you know, is entirely an illusion. 

 


