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John Stranks: 00:00 We used to have an identity. The identity is diminishing.  

 

Ranjula Takodra: 00:06 We've got people coming from London settling here. It's 

become like a commuter town.  

 

Bryan Barnes: 00:12 It's lost its character. We've got a mishmash of modern 

buildings. There's no coherence to it.  

 

John Stranks: 00:18 You can see the old Aylesbury is still there, but there's so 

very, very little of it now.  

 

Bryan Barnes: 00:24 When we moved out here we thought we'd be on the edge of 

town, but we're now gradually getting into part of the middle 

again.  

 

Ranjula Takodra: 00:30 I just love Aylesbury. This is my home. This is where I've seen 

everything happening.  

 

Ray Ghent: 00:36 Once upon a time I would have to had said that this town is 

the best place to work, shop, and play. But I'm a former 

councillor of this town. I mean I liked Aylesbury as it was 35 

years ago. When it grows and grows it can get out of hand 

and it doesn't then look or feel as it did then. It was quiet for 

a market town. It did have its own market, cattle market, 

sheep market, which sadly has all disappeared. And of course 

over all those years, the town has extended and grown, as a 

lot of smaller towns in the country have had to do so.  

 

Mike Farley: 01:16 It's a place which is commuter land, of course, and many 

people do go outside Aylesbury to seek their entertainments 

and to do their shopping, and it's difficult to find all-
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embracing community groups, but it's quite new. New 

people, particularly if they have families. You know, they are 

looking to bring up their families, which is great, as we did. 

And they haven't got time so much for community activities 

and community involvement. We have Stoke Mandeville 

Hospital down the road, which is internationally known for it's 

work with disabled people. So in that respect it has an 

identity, yes. I had to learn to speak Buckinghamshire a little 

bit to make myself understood.  

 

Ranjula Takodra: 02:00 We are a very, very multicultural Aylesbury. You know, we've 

got people from all different communities, from different 

backgrounds, different religions, really.  

 

Mike Farley: 02:17 The first evidence we have from Aylesbury is a hoard of 

bronze age axes, which dates to 1200 BC. The most 

significant part about the town and its development is that 

around 400 B.C. a hill fort was created. One of the earliest 

churches in Buckinghamshire was founded, which is now 

called St. Mary's, in the middle of Aylesbury. It became a mint 

town when silver coins were minted in the 10th, 11th century, 

and it developed a market. It became quite a significant place. 

But technically the most significant place was Buckingham, 

which gives its name to the county. But gradually, Aylesbury 

kind of superseded Buckingham and it managed to acquire 

legal responsibilities and a Court of Session held here, and so 

it became the capital of the county as such.  

Aylesbury was fortified during the Civil War. It became a 

parliamentary stronghold, which is why there is a statue to 

John Hampden, sort of a local hero, in the market square. The 

market probably went in the 70s, which is the beginning of 

the huge redevelopment in Aylesbury, which transformed it 

from the kind of typical sort of small south midlands, 

Buckinghamshire market town, like Buckingham, really, into 

its own metropolis, almost. I've seen changes in just about 

every direction.  

My name is Mike Farley. I've been involved with 

Buckinghamshire history and archaeology for way back since 

1971. I used to work for the County Museum. When I was 

about nine my father misguidedly took me to see an 

excavation, and there was a skeleton laid out with a spear 
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head, and I thought, "Boy, I want to do that." It actually took 

me about 20 years more to get there. I did read archaeology 

as a degree, and then I was very lucky because I came to work 

with Buckinghamshire's archaeology, so I basically made my 

hobby my job, and now it's my hobby again, particularly the 

Buckinghamshire Archaeology Society.  

When I came to Aylesbury it was still, to some extent, a 

significant market town and it had all kinds of subsidiary 

industries later on. They became involved with lace, certainly 

textiles, but really it was a little general purpose market town. 

Some of its buildings date back to the medieval period. They 

are in the area that is now known as the conservation area. I 

have seen hundreds of acres of fields disappear under 

housing, which has been great of course, in some respects for 

the town. We do have a desperate shortage of housing.  

 

Bryan Barnes: 05:05 When we moved out here we thought we'd be on the edge of 

town, but we're now gradually getting into part of the middle 

again. I mean, this field was actually used to bring all the 

materials when they demolished the old town, which had 

narrow streets. It had character. There is only one street left.  

I'm Brian Barnes, President of the Aylesbury Canal Society, in 

our new headquarters at Circus Field Basin. The Grand Union 

Canal runs from London, basically through to Birmingham. 

The Aylesbury Arm is an arm off the main canal. It was used 

originally to bring produce into Aylesbury, coal, and timber, 

and take away farming products. There's a big mill just down 

the road that use to mill the wheat, and there was a Nestle 

factory producing condensed milk, which again was taken 

out. We just had our 200th anniversary. Commercial boating 

stopped before my time, so I imagine about 1950s. We think 

it's a wonderful canal.  

It was in the late 60s and early 70s threatened with closure 

and the society was formed to make sure it was used by 

boats so that it wasn't closed. We had a very good lease on 

the canal basin. We were thriving down there, but they 

decided they wanted it out. We fought for 10, 15 years to stay, 

but eventually they made an offer we couldn't refuse. They 

bought out our lease and for enough money that we could 

build the whole of this. This was a field. It's the best facility in 

the South of England for canals. We have 45 boats in our 

moorings and another 10 coming every winter.  
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The society has two aims, one is to run economical moorings 

with boat maintenance, and the second is to promote the 

Aylesbury Arm.  We've got it for 999 years. That's positive, but 

the canal won't be here for that long. It's 200 years old. It was 

never built to last that sort of length.  

 

Ray Ghent: 07:37 The Aylesbury Club was formed over 200 years ago in 1810. 

From then, apart from a couple of breaks, maybe the World 

Wars, the Club has continued to run right up till today. 

Initially, businessmen, people with clout and money, used to 

meet irregularly in and around Aylesbury. At some juncture, 

somebody came up with the bright idea of making this quite 

formal and making a group. Probably not a club, as we would 

know it today, and they eventually met and had a very, very 

long lunch/evening meal combined, starting somewhere 

around 4 o’clock, and going on until whatever, until chucking 

out time, probably. Between April and October, simply 

because there wasn't any street lighting.  

I am Ray Ghent, and I am the current president of the 

Aylesbury Club here in Aylesbury, where the ducks come 

from. I am from Surrey originally but came to Aylesbury for 

work, and liked it and stayed. I've lived here longer than I 

have anywhere. When my wife told her parents that we were 

moving to Aylesbury, "Oh," she said, "My brother is buried in 

Aylesbury." And eventually we went to the cemetery on Tring 

Road, and found his headstone.  

Our nearest village, Chesham, there is a gentleman there who 

farms and breeds the Aylesbury duck as a pure Aylesbury 

duck. Originally a mallard. The best duck that you could have 

to eat. They are quite low-breasted and plenty of meat on 

them. So, they became the favourite, more or less, in 

England, until sadly the Pekin duck came on the scene, being 

a cheaper bird. They started to eat into the market, then all 

sorts of things went wrong. The cost of feed went up. The 

land on which the ducks had been living for 150 years has 

become sodden, and a lot of disease, so over the years there 

was a gradual decline until probably the late 50s, when we 

sold the last Aylesbury duck in Aylesbury. 

 

John Stranks: 10:08 The railways would have carried a lot of ducks down to 

London. There are words that say the ducks were actually 
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walked to London, and they put tar on their feet and actually 

walked them to London. We're not certain of that. We think 

they would have lost too much condition by the time they got 

there, there would have been a very slender duck.  

 

Ray Ghent: 10:31 It's debatable. I mean, before the railways how did they get 

them to London. Either you can kill them here and then 

transport them as carcasses or whatever in boxes by cart or 

by canal, or you walk them. But where the idea of walking 

them through tar and then through sand to give them a boot 

on which to walk, they probably did go. But then they may 

have found, as John rightly points out, that by the time they 

get them to London, they've lost a lot of their bulk. Their 

feathers may not have been any good for sale. So then, the 

arrival of the railways, what do you do? You put them on the 

train, for heaven's sake, because you can be there the same 

day without any loss to your duck's meat quantity and quality, 

and keeping the feathers in good state.  

 

John Stranks: 11:22 My name is John Stranks and Secretary of the Aylesbury Club. 

I moved in the first place because I was living in Watford and 

house prices were too great at that stage to purchase 

somewhere there, and house prices in and around the 

Aylesbury area were considerably cheaper, and somewhere 

where I could afford. I always thought of myself as a person 

from Watford, et cetera. Moved out to Aylesbury and went to 

have a look at what I bought was my house, liked it, decided 

I'd walk to the pub for a spot of lunch afterwards, going down 

past the Methodist chapel, and set into the wall on the 

Methodist chapel, Mr. and Mrs. J. Stranks. "What? Now that's 

weird," I mean Stranks isn't a particularly common name. 

Anyway, I did some research, lo and behold my grandfather 

was born in Aylesbury. He was baptized in St. Mary's Church. 

He was married in St. Mary's Church. The Mr. and Mrs. J. 

Stranks is a Joseph Stranks, which is my great, great uncle. 

Unbeknown to me, my family actually come from Aylesbury. 

So I tend to think that I live and fit, and this is where I belong.  

 

Ray Ghent: 12:35 Wherever you go, people will say, "Oh, you're from Aylesbury, 

where the ducks come from." So the club, it's really just to 
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perpetuate the history of the duck in Aylesbury. We do this by 

celebrating the duck once a year, where we have our annual 

duck dinner, and we do indeed eat duck. We are really just a 

group of people that are formed into a collective purely to 

eat, drink, and be merry.  

 

Ranjula Takodra: 13:13 The Teckodra’s have been here since the early 60s, because 

my now brother-in-law had fallen down a tree in Kenya and 

he was sent to Stoke Mandeville Hospital because of the 

spinal unit they have there, which is obviously the best in the 

world. And when I came in ‘68, we had decided to come to 

Aylesbury because we knew that there was this family here, 

and it so happened that they found us place to like rent 

rooms. Mum worked just up the road. When we first came in 

‘68, Dad hadn't come with us, but you know then you have to 

work to pay your rent and bills, and so she worked in the 

biscuit factory just around the corner. It's been there for 

years and years. You know the wafers that you have for ice 

cream, the cones, that's what they make there.  

My name is Ranjula Takodra. I came to Aylesbury initially in 

1968, lived here for a year. So I went to school, I was only a 10 

year old at that time, and it's a very vivid memory for me 

because as a 10 year old you remember a lot. We went back 

in 1969 and then I came back in 1975. I lived in London, in 

Harrow, with my grandparents, and then my marriage was 

arranged by my grandmother with this Takodra family in 

Aylesbury. Who would have thought that many years ago that 

I'll end up back in Aylesbury. I say to people now, I was meant 

to be here, because of all the work that I've done. From a little 

market town it's grown into a huge town now, and when you 

have seen it grow to that, you know, maybe some good, 

maybe some bad. But it is my home. This is where I live. My 

life has been in Aylesbury. I think I've lived here longer than 

anywhere else.  

I was elected in 2003. I became a Town Councillor and a 

District Councillor, and at that time I was asked if I would 

become the Deputy Mayor to the person who was going to be 

the Mayor then. Then in 2009 I became the Mayor. A huge 

honour for me. They had that faith in me, because when I 

was the Deputy Mayor I did say that maybe I shouldn't do it 

because I'm undergoing cancer treatment, but they sat me 

down and said, "You have to do it, it's fine. We will support 

you." And you know what? It was so much nicer that I was 
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busy rather than sitting at home feeling sorry myself. And you 

inspire others, and my whole life I've been there to inspire 

others, you know? The main thing for me was making a 

difference in people's lives.  

In 2010, in the New Year's Honor's List, I was awarded the 

MBE.  My MBE was Services to the Community in Aylesbury, 

and it was such a huge honour. I've got another year on the 

council, because I think I'm going to finally retire.  

One thing we'd like to see is a more vibrant market. You 

know, it was always very lively.  

 

Mike Farley: 16:53 It's become a very interesting community.  

 

Ray Ghent: 16:55 It had to change. For a town, any town, to survive, it has to 

grow. There are people being born every day, and in order to 

accommodate those people you need more housing. That is 

something one has to live with. Maybe we make new friends, 

maybe we'll have more members in the Club.   

 


