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Sheila Woolf: 00:01 What is important about Stoneleigh is that it's really still, 

at its heart, an Elizabethan village. 

Jane Hampson: 00:07 Stoneleigh Village is a beautiful village. 

Antoni Bianco: 00:12 You can't have a more idyllic English setting, but that's 

what Stoneleigh is, and I think people like living here. 

Sheila Woolf: 00:18 Just like the Archers here. 

Jane Hampson: 00:24 Warwickshire itself has beautiful, undulating 

countryside. We don't have huge hills, but it's a lovely 

looking county. Lots of woods and beautiful towns. 

Antoni Bianco: 00:35 And we are right in, very nearly, the centre of England. 

Stoneleigh Village is unique in that it has so many listed 

buildings, and their highly visual, and they're, in the 

main, very well kept. 

Sheila Woolf: 00:47 At the heart of the village is the Village Forge. I'm sure 

that would've been a very warm place for people to 

gather around as much as anything else to take all their 

horses to be shoed and what have you, but that is the 

very centre, and that's where the Village Green is from. 

The Village Green, there are cottages but also some very 

beautiful alms houses which were built here in the 16th 

century, still lifting today. 

  The village School is close by also. Sadly, it closed in 

1976 because there were too few children and just 

beyond that there is the Village Club, which was once a 

reading room. Beyond that there is the church that is a 

14th century structure. Very, very beautiful. 

Antoni Bianco: 01:32 To which has its origins possibly back to Saxon Times, 

but certainly back to 1066 in Norman Times. 

Sheila Woolf: 01:40 And beyond that, The Meadows, which are owned by 

the community as a place of recreation for all of us and 

beyond that, the river. 
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Antoni Bianco: 01:49 We're a fairly cohesive, small village. That means that 

people can talk to each other easily, and it's a very nice 

place for people to live. 

Jane Hampson: 01:58 It was part of Stoneleigh Estate originally. It was built to 

house all of the workers that worked on the Stoneleigh 

Estate, which is attached to Stoneleigh Abbey. 

  If I can remember, the house is actually all being sold 

off by the estate. There was a big, big sale, probably, I 

don't know, 25 years ago or something like that, when a 

lot of the houses in the village became available for 

sale. I think probably the village changed considerably. 

Sheila Woolf: 02:33 I live in a cottage, which was built in 1580 or 

thereabouts, and so many of the cottages in the village 

are that sort of age. In fact, I think there are more listed 

buildings in Stoneleigh than there are in any other 

Warwickshire village. 

  In that sense, the appearance of the village hasn't 

changed a great deal, but I'm sure life is a lot more 

luxurious within the cottages than it used to be 200 

years ago. Recently, I had a bathroom refurbishment, 

and to my astonishment, the plasterers found the 

original wattle and daub, so that was very exciting to 

see hazel twigs from the 16th century within the fabric 

of the building. 

  My name is Sheila Wolf. I've lived in Stoneleigh for 12 or 

more years now, but my family has a connection with 

the village going back more than 200 years. For that 

reason, I chair the Stoneleigh History Society, and I'm 

very involved in lots of different organisations within 

the village. 

  I worked in Coventry and lived in Coventry for most of 

my life and wanted to retire to somewhere a bit more 

peaceful and had driven through the village and 

thought how picturesque it was. It was only when I 

moved here, having retired, that I discovered that I had 

this family history that went back 200 years. They had 
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lived just a few doors away from where I live now, so 

that was slightly spooky. 

  Not just me. I've spoken to lots of different people in 

the village who have discovered since coming here that 

they have some sort of claim, if you like, on the village, 

and something has drawn them back here. My family 

were doing what pretty well every family in Stoneleigh 

was doing 200 years ago, which was working on the 

land. The village was owned by Stoneleigh Abbey, the 

family at the big house from the dissolution of the 

Monasteries onwards. 

  All the work, really, which was available on the estate, 

which was vast, was done by people who lived in the 

cottages that were provided by the family. Duties at the 

beginning of the 20th century took away a lot of their 

wealth. They had a big fire at the house in 1960 and 

couldn't really afford to reconstruct it, so they decided 

to sell up. It's really sad because it's a thousand years of 

history, which is lost really. 

  My family moved away until I came back, and it's a very 

different village now from the village that it once was, 

apart from the fact that there are still so many beautiful 

buildings within it. 

Antoni Bianco: 05:07 I live on the edge of Stoneleigh, not actually in the 

village. I came here basically because, it was halfway to 

one of my businesses further north. I'm not from 

Warwickshire, and I'd only visited Stoneleigh once 

before to a wedding or about 25 years ago. 

  I'm Antoni Bianco, and I'm a Parish Councillor. I'm 

actually 79 actually, and I still run quite a lot of 

businesses. I came here because it was convenient for 

me to stop here on my way to other parts of the 

Midlands. It's a very nice place, and by total chance, I 

drove down a lane and found somebody with a house 

for sale, which happened to be quite interesting. 

  It's got lots of 11th century oak in it, and it was built in 

the fourteens. Well, part of it was built in the fourteens, 
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and the rest a little later when the Leighs decided to 

knock down the original house there, which does state 

for Mr. Hudson way back in about 1450 and 1500. 

  Another nearly unique institution is it dates back to 

Lord Leigh's bequest as a reading room. It's a village 

club in place of actually having the village pub for 

example. But it started out as a reading room for Lord 

Leigh, and it has morphed itself into a more social, and 

perhaps more 21st century, with the possibility of 

having a drink or coffee or whatever. 

  Recently, individual businesses building out of the back. 

We have a Village Club Garden, which is super in the 

summer for families and children. It's another center 

around which people can build their lives. 

Sheila Woolf: 06:42 They have lots of activities at the Club. There's a darts 

group, of course, and pool and goodness knows what. 

They have a Knitter Natter group and Bingo and so 

forth, so it caters for lots of different groups of people, 

not just drinkers. 

Jane Hampson: 06:57 It's a legend. It's a legend. There is absolutely no 

evidence about it, but the story is that Lord Leigh's 

daughter was laughed at by cyclists who came in from 

Coventry as she rode passed on her tricycle. She was 

well known for riding a tricycle. Lord Leigh said, "Well, 

that's it. These unruly people coming to the village, now 

we better close the pub down," and that's apparently 

why there isn't a pub in the village. But I find no 

documentary evidence to say that's true. It's a good 

story though. 

  The reading room was set up by the Leigh family as a 

kind of extension educational institute so that those 

young men, principally, who worked on the land in the 

day could go and hear lectures in the evening and 

improve themselves. 

  The family donated 750 books, so it was a kind of early 

lending library and place where you could extend your 
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knowledge. That, I think, was very philanthropic in a 

very Victorian sort of way. 

  When the whole village and surroundings had been 

owned by one family, and then that family left and sold 

off all the properties, the danger was that the 

community would be fractured and fragmented. There 

were decisions made then to bring everyone together, 

and as a result, we have all sorts of organisations. 

  We've got two choirs, a male voice choir and a ladies 

choir. We've got a History Society, the community 

orchard, we've got a WI, we've got a Village Hall here, 

and we have lots of community events. 

  The WI run a monthly lunch club here in the Village Hall, 

and that's one way of making sure that people turn up 

every month, and if they don't turn up, then you 

wonder if they're all right. Every month or so, there's a 

village coffee morning, which does the same sort of 

thing. 

  We look out for each other I think. I think we are afraid 

of fragmenting, so the more events we can hold, the 

better. And every Boxing Day, we have a group who 

come who are called The Mummers, and they put on a 

very ancient play. It's a bit sort of Saint George and the 

Dragon, one of these ancient folk stories. 

  They go all around the village on Boxing Day morning at 

different locations performing their play, and the 

people who host them, or outside whose houses they 

perform, give them drink. Then, they finish up at the 

Village Club. By the time they get there, it's a pretty 

riotous performance. 

Antoni Bianco: 09:46 Stoneleigh Park included, of course, right up to the edge 

of the village, and the Leighs effectively owned the 

village. Half of the park was handed over to the National 

Agricultural people. It became the home of the Royal 

Show. I think post war, that was very, very well-

supported. It was the place to be with your cows and 
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sheep and so on. Sadly, about 10 years ago, it started to 

fall apart financially. 

  That is now been turned into, fortunately, the open 

spaces there. The equestrian relationship has stayed. It 

is a second tier proving ground for young riders, 

certainly with show jumping. 

  The park is becoming better and better each year. It's 

got more and more businesses on it. We've got the 

National Kennel Club. Of course, we've got the Horse 

Societies, we've got biodiversity, we've got National 

Farmers Union. It is also an exhibition centre. 

Jane Hampson: 10:43 They are developing buildings all the time. They're 

improving buildings, so it's been a very gradual 

development over the last few years to improve the 

infrastructure of the park. There are quite a few 

companies that are actually based on the park as well, 

so it's a little community in itself, and there's a 

wonderful farm shop, Farmers Fayre. Fantastic place to 

go. They've just recently expanded to sort of double in 

size by restaurant covers because it's so popular. 

  My name is Jane Hampson. I am the coordinator for 

Warwickshire Rural Hub. We are an organization that 

supports farmers and rural businesses throughout 

Warwickshire. I spent 30 years working at the ... It used 

to be called the National Agricultural Center, it's now 

Stoneleigh Park, and I have always worked in the 

agricultural industry. 

  I lived in Warwickshire since I was 12 years old. Before 

that, I had lived in Hertfordshire and in Hampshire, but I 

consider Warwickshire to be my home county. 

  The Warwickshire Rural Hub was formed in 2003, and it 

really came about on the back of the Foot and Mouth 

outbreak that occurred in 2001. Following that 

outbreak, the government set up quite a lot of 

consultations to try and support the farming industry 

back on its feet again. Farmers decided that they quite 

liked to help themselves as well. They didn't want to just 
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rely on government, so a lot of local groups became 

active. 

  It was felt that there probably needed to be some 

coordination of all of those local groups. Rural 

Agricultural Society of England set up a Warwickshire 

Rural Affairs forum. The Warwickshire Rural Hub was 

formed to be coordination of all of the local groups that 

had been set up by farmers. 

  The agriculture in Warwickshire tends to be fairly mixed 

more towards the arable and beef. There are some 

dairy farms but not that many. They tend to be beef, 

sheep and arable. 

  We're a support organisation for farmers and for rural 

businesses, so we're gathering information about 

recent developments in the agricultural industry and 

sort of the rural industry. We're doing an event on 

succession and tax planning, which is quite a big issue 

for farmers. An event on affordable housing and how 

you can use the current planning laws to convert 

redundant farm buildings into affordable housing. 

Antoni Bianco: 13:16 You've got Coventry, which is booming, really, in terms 

of its relatively new college and university. Not that far 

down the road, we've got Warwick University, but we're 

about to have some pretty big housing developments. 

Jane Hampson: 13:29 Yeah. Industry and the universities are expanding, so 

new people are moving to the area who haven't lived in 

Warwickshire before. I think that's always a good thing 

to have a new influx of people. 

  Many of the villages have an aging population because 

the young people can't afford to buy the houses that 

are in the villages. New houses will bring new people 

into villages, and hopefully, they will become involved in 

the community and will want to help that community 

thrive and expand. 

Sheila Woolf: 14:01 I know that great many of the older people in the village 

would say that there is a lack of affordable housing and 
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a lack of small accommodation for elderly people who 

presently live in quite big houses. Those houses could 

be made available to families if only there were 

bungalows, let's say, but there isn't the land 

unfortunately. We need to inject youth into the village 

and accommodation and work for those people. 

  There's no point in disguising the anxiety that's felt 

here. From the point of view of a historian, I'm very sad 

indeed that the line is going to bisect the land between 

Stoneleigh Abbey and Stoneleigh Village because it is 

bisecting a thousand years of history. 

Antoni Bianco: 14:56 We try our best to present a good position, as far as 

we're concerned, in order to make sure that HS2 is 

mitigated suitably and this area is not blighted forever. 

Jane Hampson: 15:08 Well, obviously, the people that have been directly 

impacted have had to sell their houses or are living very 

close to the line once it will be built. You can understand 

why they feel that their lives have been impacted and 

changed. 

  Otherwise, people are more concerned about the 

building of the line that is going to be very disruptive for 

traveling around the county. 

  Once the line is actually built, we have experienced the 

M40 going through Warwickshire, and there's a lot of 

opposition to the M40. Of course, once it was built, you 

sort of just get used to it once it's there, and then 

people start to use it quite a lot. You can't do without it 

once it's there. 

  Maybe the same thing will happen about HS2 as well, 

and of course, ages will change and people will grow up 

with it, and it will just become part of the landscape. 

 


