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Gianni de Cesare: 00:00 We're in a carriage at Buckinghamshire Railway Center 

with some comfy chairs. 

Robert Melkil: 00:06 The actual interior might be mahogany and also a fan at 

the far end in case it got too hot, being a metal coach. 

Tony Lyster: 00:12 It was built by the Great Western Railway in I think 1940. 

One of the series of high-class civilians 

John Porter: 00:18 We're in the Churchill coach reputedly where Churchill 

and Eisenhower met to sign the treaty before they went 

to Yalta. 

Adrian Aylward: 00:27 I mean it's not an area of outstanding national beauty 

or anything, but I think Buckinghamshire's generally is 

quite a nice county. Aylesbury, obviously quite a busy 

town, expanding fairly rapidly. We're a bit further. We're 

about six miles out here at Quainton. Its very rural. Nice 

village atmosphere. I actually live on Station road in the 

village. I'm about 300 yards from work. 

Tony Lyster: 00:50 There's quite a high number of people here who've 

been here long term, but generally speaking, there are 

people who have been here far longer than I. I've been 

here 40 something years. There are people who've been 

here 50 and 55 years. 

Richard Scott: 01:03 I've been on this site for 57 years. We run a railway 

museum. We started from scratch. There was nothing 

here when we started. This was the main line station 

coming through from Mariburn to Manchester, 

Sheffield, Manchester, Newcastle, Leeds, you name it. It 

finished in 1966. We bought the site, 1968, but we've 

been here since 1965. We own all the land, all the track, 

all the buildings. We've got 12 big buildings. 

We have really started from scratch and now we've got 

about 36 locos and about 140 items of rolling stock. 

Adrian Aylward: 01:50 Recently, when this building came, it was taken apart 

and rebuilt here. 
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Richard Scott: 01:54 And it's the old original station from Oxford. Slightly 

extended, but it's based on the original Crystal Palace in 

1851, so therefore it's an exhibit in its own right. 

Robert Melkil: 02:08 The other coach had been converted by Network Rail or 

British Railways as it was then, into a cinema coach for 

educational purposes for staff. We then got it, it was 

completely stripped. Things were replaced and then a 

member of our society painted it in the correct London, 

North-western colours. It's known as spilt milk and 

maroon. We also managed to get hold of, I think, I don't 

know where they came from. Possibility, the national 

railway museum, the coat of arms of the old London 

North Western Railway- 

Richard Scott: 02:39 Where you build locos and rebuild locos on the other 

side and here. We've got a lot of specialized people who 

do a lot of specialized mechanical work. We can rebuild 

a train and loco in about 13 months. 

John Porter: 02:52 We're called the 7,200 trust and we've taken a 55 year 

lease on a 2-8-2 tank freight locomotive, number 7200 

which is the prototype of the class. And also, a couple of 

years ago we were given a large freight wagon, which is 

what I'm working on today actually. And we're trying to 

restore it, going to quite a bad state. So, two or three of 

us doing it. So, it's going to take quite a long time. 

Hopefully we'll have it steaming about four or five years' 

time. We just need about another 60,000. We've raised 

over 200,000 so far and hopefully I'll see it steam one 

day but if not somebody else will. So, we've taken it 

from a barry hulk is what they called him. It was just a 

load of rust and scrap and we took it to pieces and they 

were putting it back together again. 

Robert Melkil: 03:33 We were very lucky to get this signed. The upside on 

one of our members having to get through the Network 

Rail disposals including Quainton Road Station. Quick 

telephone calls, and Roy Miller who was the secretary 

then contacted Network Rail disposals. "If you can come 

up with the 10% before the date of the auction." Did 

that on the Friday. The following Monday the auction 

went and we got the station, the whole of the site. It 
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was touch and go and when we first came to Quainton 

all we had was the small side of the site on the 

downside as we call it. There was no mains water, no 

mains electricity. The only water on the site was a hand 

pump in the station master's office and also there's a 

pipe over to the other side for the old cattle pens, so 

they could water the cattle before they went on the 

train. 

My Name's Robert Melkil. I originally started with the, 

what was the London Railway Preservation Society. I've 

been with the society now for over 51 years, so I've seen 

a lot of change. What started off as a hobby has now 

gone into a full-grown business. When we first started, 

all we had was a bus service to go into. Over the years 

we've actually had what is now Chilton Railways 

network southeast. Prior to that, they used to run on 

certain bank holidays. We used to pay for it, but one 

day, virtually every bank holiday we had a diesel link 

between Aylesbury Station and Quainton. And myself 

and some of the other members used to have to sit on 

Aylesbury Station on the island platform, and issue 

tickets. 

Lance Adlam: 05:27 When I was about two, we lived in a block of flats in 

Broadway and if we were going up to London or 

somewhere picking up a central line, we walked across 

Haven Green. Haven Green was one side and they 

looked down over the railroad tracks at the bottom. 

Needless to say, I was always a bit slow going across 

that path. You had a little engine and a carriage, which 

was sort of a push pull job. It was known as a Greenford 

car, used to run from meeting Broadway through to 

Greenford and then back again, so it linked up lines. 

Going over the bridge there was a small shop selling 

pets, rabbits and whatever. My sisters used to dive into 

that shop, and I used to go to the next bit on and look 

over the wall and see what was coming down the main 

lines. When you get steam engines running full chat 

particularly if you get one of the bigger ones running, 

you can hear and feel everything that's going through it, 

you know? 
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  So, it's, I don't know, it's just sort of in the 

soul really. The steam engine, you can hear it working, 

you know it's doing things. We moved to West Acton, we 

ended up over the western region of the main line at 

the bottom of our garden, so to avoid my sister's I could 

leap over the fence and disappear around into little 

plots of bushes, which is quite good. We were 23 when 

we got married. I suppose we would, it was a couple of 

years later, I suppose it'd be about 19, mid 1960s. I had 

two sons and they both got bikes and so I shepherded 

them over here for a visit. Sorry. Yes. My name is Lance 

Adlum. I'm the trustee of the Buckingham Railway 

Center. I'm going to railway society. 

I was asked by Andrew Bratton who at that time was a 

vice president of the society. I was already a member 

and I was asked if I would be interested in looking at the 

Rudy Road building and the possibility of moving it 

here. So that was an interesting start. You're taking 

apart a building that was built in 1851. At the same time 

where it opened, a month later the Great Exhibition of 

Hyde Park, the Crystal Palace. So we were looking at 

how they built it then, which largely covers the front end 

of the building and what we do to make it a more 

structurally sound this time around. It's just a nice 

building with a relaxed feel about it. A lot of our visitors 

are very impressed with it. 

John Porter: 08:14 My name is John Porter. I used to live at Stone. During 

the late fifties and early sixties, I was a pupil for 

Grammar School and I cycled there and back, which is 

why I used to call the Aylesbury station with friends and 

go trainspotting.  On the way home from school 

there was a gang of us, got to be six or eight of us. We 

used to cycle to Aylesbury Station and watch the trains 

from Nottingham and Lester and perhaps further afield 

coming in. But one thing that always struck me, there 

was always a train after Quainton Station had closed to 

the general public. There was always a train about 

quarter past, twenty past 4, which consisted of either a 

1400 colic tank or a panny loco and one auto coach, 

which was either crush or ren, which are the two 

regulars at Aylesbury. And I used to bring the 



 

 

HS2 Bucks Railway Centre Podcast (Completed 07/29/19) 

 

Page 5 of 8 

 

schoolchildren back to Quainton, but also the train used 

to come to Quainton and layover for about an hour, 

hour and a half, depending. The crew used to wait here 

and then it used to go to Calvert, to the brickworks. And 

the most of the people that worked at Calvert were 

Italian or of Italian descent had come over either 

prisoners of war or after the war. 

And it used to go and pick the Italians up from the 

brickworks and take them back to Aylesbury. So that 

would be the last regular passenger service to 

Quainton. I've always been interested in railways as I 

was a trainspotter much of my chagrin. So, I used to go 

on quite a lot of trips with friends and we went to a lot 

of places, used to go to Aylesbury. It's quite a lively 

station at Aylesbury in those days. And then I sort of 

started working too busy and had my own business. 

So, I sort of went out of it. And then I supposed it'd be 

about 20 years ago a friend of mine said, look, we need 

you at Quainton and we're going to start restoring this 

loco. Do you want to come and join him? Well, he was 

the sort of guy you didn't sort of say no to. He kept 

pushing and pushing and he was very sort of that sort 

of way about him. Oh, I started coming here on Sunday 

or every other Sunday and then when I retired, I come a 

couple of days a week now, so it kicks me out of the 

house, out of the way. 

Adrian Aylward: 10:20 I was 12 when dad first brought me out here and that, 

that was my introduction to the area. I've been coming 

to this area for years as a volunteer and always fancied 

living here and now I do. It'd be nice to buy a house in a 

village one day but it's an expensive village so it's not 

likely to happen. I'm Adrian Aylward, I'm employed here 

as the operations and engineering manager and I've 

been employed here now about eight years, but I've 

been a volunteer for coming up 39 years. When you first 

start out, obviously the menial job's as a sort of 

teenager painting, rubbing things down, and then I got 

involved with the guys working on the track. Found that 

quite interesting, so I spent several years doing that and 

I've done pretty much everything over the years. 
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I enjoy actually putting the engines back together. We 

had to do the restoration work. I don't actually get a 

chance these days very much to actually get my hands 

dirty. I end up managing other people, making sure 

they've got materials and resources to do the job, but 

I'd like nothing better than getting dirty with them to 

help them with it. I don't have an engineering 

background, but having been here so long, I've got a 

very practical approach. Among the other thing we have 

to deal with because we're a charity, resources are 

limited. We haven't always got the tools to do the job, 

so you have to improvise sometimes and that's quite 

rewarding when you've done a job that you didn't think 

you could do without outside help and you saved quite 

a lot of money doing it. 

I suppose the favourite part for me has got to be 

crewing the engines, steam engines. I mean we restore 

them as well. It's quite a nice feeling and to actually be 

operating something that you've helped put back 

together. Spent an awful lot of man hours on. It's not 

like a car where you just start it and go. It takes four 

hours to get pressure on the boiler. For a half past 10 

start, we have to be here at six to actually light the fire 

and then go from there. It has to be oiled by hand. It's a 

very, very hands on machine. The technology hasn't 

changed greatly in 150 years. 

Richard Scott: 12:27 In about 1975 to 1982-83, there was a lot of 

unemployment in the country, especially youngsters, 

and I started a scheme with people down here to get 

jobs done. We didn't pay the wages, the government 

paid the wages, but we had to supply all the materials 

and drawings and what we wanted to be done and 

people helped out. Unfortunately, the wages they were 

quite low, there had been quite a turnover. It kept me 

and other people from employment. My name is 

Richard or Dick Scott. I've been in this society since 

formed originally in 1962 and I've been helping out 

regularly ever since basically. I come back three or four 

days a week. I moved from north London 45 years ago 

to Besta. That's where I reside at the moment. When I 

was about that high, about four or five years old, you 
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saw trains every lot we see here every day of the week 

and you just got interested in trains. 

Tony Lyster: 13:34 I just liked the place. It is early in the morning before the 

public arrive. End of the day, so 6 and 7:30 on a 

summers evening with a skylark up. You kind of faintly 

hear the traffic's on the A41, the occasional over flying 

plane, but generally speaking it's quiet, it's peaceful and 

it's the middle of nowhere. My name is Tony Lister. I'm 

carriage restorer and generally specialized in coaches 

built before 1914 in regard to things like the Churchill 

Coach is a modern piece of rubbish. I don't like it. It's a 

terrible thing but there we are. Having connections with 

the area and joined the Railway Society here in 1974 

when I left school and over the years it's been the one 

constant in a varied working life. I worked for a garden 

centre company for a while that tended to move you a 

hundred miles at three days notice, so it was nice to 

have constant friends here that I can come back to on a 

regular basis. 

Gianni de Cesare: 14:41 I came here, I was really young the first time with my 

parents. Then the second time I came here was on a 

school trip in year 3, and I remember playing with the 

old air raid siren that we have in the museum. I'm 

basically part of key branch. We'd have people under 

the age of 18 that can volunteer here. We'd just do 

mostly restoration or helping with cleaning up the stuff 

around the centre on that, because I do like 

trainspotting. I am a rail enthusiast. I've always liked 

trains since I was a young kid and one day I'll hopefully 

be a train driver, maybe. I mostly likely working in 

London Underground. 

Richard Scott: 15:20 In the middle of the week now, we get about three or 

four days work and we might get about 20 to 20 plus 

people working and we are all between 65 and nearly 

90. It keeps us active and passing knowledge onto other 

people. 

Adrian Aylward: 15:42 There's still a few people here that were here when I 

started and there's obviously an awful lot of new faces 

come in. We are suffering from lack of volunteers 
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because the average age of memberships increasing. 

It's very difficult to get youngsters interested these 

days. 

Gianni de Cesare: 15:56 There was a part of key branch. They tend to do stuff 

similar to what I do. I tend to boss them around a bit as 

well, because I am the oldest and I'm the one that 

probably does the most work out of all of them. I think a 

lot of them will stay on. They will probably be quite high 

up eventually. I quite like it here as well. If I do work in 

the London Underground I'll still be here. 

 


